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The Test of Stewardship 


The supreme test of Stewardship is 
personal service, using all our talents 
and gifts as well as our possessions for 
God’s glory and the good of others. 


The Love Test of Stewardship 
Is The Highest Test 
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THE LESSON 
COMMENTARY 


for SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Our Annual Lesson Help on the 
International Uniform Lessons 
for 1940 


Edited by Charles P. Wiles and D. Burt Smith 


HE nineteenth volume of this well-known com- 
( mentary is now available. Its large sale has 
proved its merit and popularity among an in- 
creasing number of loyal teachers, superin- 
tendents, pastors, and serious Bible students. 
There are other lesson commentaries available, but no 
other major church body has undertaken to serve its 
people with such a help for its schools. 

The Lesson Commentary does not duplicate the 
lesson treatments provided in our Augsburg monthly 
and quarterly helps on the International Uniform Les- 
sons. It supplements them. Its treatment is compre- 
hensive, ‘thus contrasting with the detailed, verse by 
verse and departmental-adaptation handling of these 
texts in our periodicals. 


Each lesson treatment consists of: The Bible Text, 
The Golden Text, The Lesson Goal, The Lesson Plan, 
The Lesson Introduced, The Lesson Interpreted, The 
Lesson Applied. 


The lessons for 1940 cover: The Kingdom of 
Heaven: Studies in Matthew, Messages from the 
Prophets, Messages from the Poets, The Universal 
Gospel: Studies in Luke. 

Price, $1.75 a copy, postpaid; in quantities 

of five or more at $1.40, 


delivery extra 
oe 


A Biography for Young People 


MARTIN LUTHER 


By Elsie Singmaster 

A reprint of this valuable story of the life of the 
great Reformer, Martin Luther. The story, as written 
by this author, contains no original material. It is 
written in popular style and serves a very worth-while 
purpose of introducing our young people to the great 
life and writings of Martin Luther. The book deals 
with Luther’s life under the following headings: Youth; 
Monk, Teacher, and Preacher; The Ninety-five Theses 
and Their Effect; The Primary Works of the Reforma- 
tion and the Diet of Worms; At the Wartburg and 
Back in Wittenberg; Marriage and Family Life; The 
Growing Church; Last Years and Death. 


Blue Cloth. Price, $1.00 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Penna. 


HeeOQ Pe Y 


hey Thanked Ged and Took Coura 


For every fear and sorrow that surrounds us, as good days or evil 


approach us and our nation, we have divine ; 
help, divine strength and courage, through BILE Christ, Our Lord 
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Cet’s Talk Cibout Stewardship 


“As every man hath received the gift. even so munister the same one to another, as 


Stewardship stands knocking at the doors of the 
of the United Church. She stands 
and atwune home oi the United 
Lutheran Church. Stewardship stands primarily at the 
heart of each and every member of the Church. If there 
is no interest first of all in the heart then there will be 
little hearkening unto the rap at the door. Stewardship 
must start in the heart and will. 


Churches Lutheran 


knocks door of each 


thes ord: 
If we are true Christians and love the Lord supremely 
as we say we do, then we must give audience to what 
Stewardship has to say to us. The response to the call 
and appeal of Stewardship is the barometer indicating 
the state of the heart and lite. 

The Christian life to be truly developed and truly 
Christ-like, must have not only emotion, but motion, too. 
Stewardship seeks to put the right motion into life. True 
religion must show its practical side, as well as its 
emotional and mystical. True faith, real religious emo- 
tion, themselves in Christian fruits. Words are 
alright, but there are times when words begin to be 
doubted unless they are supported by corresponding 
service and deeds. 

Stewardship is essentially spiritual. It starts, first 
of all, with a real consecration and self-surrender of self 
and what self possesses to the Lord. Right here is a 
danger point for the Christian lest his words outrun his 
acts and his deeds. Oh, how glibly thousands talk about 
everything they have belonging unto the Lord. The 
Lord has a mighty hard time getting a part—oh, what 
a pitiably small part—of what they say belongs unto 
Him. Words and deeds must go together, or there is 
something the matter. 

The offerings which folks give unto the Lord are a 
pretty fair thermometer of the temperature of their 
spiritual lives. 

Stewardship calls for service, for a willingness to 
give talent and time unto God’s service. It calls for 
enthusiasm for the cause of Christ. It pleads for thor- 
oughgoing information of the Church, of her history, her 
doctrines, her customs, her aims, and purposes. It seeks 
an allegiance of hearty cooperation in all the works of 
the Church. Stewardship calls, and rightly so, for a fair 
proportion of what God first gives unto us, to be given 
as an offering unto His work and kingdom. 

It is high time that we stop treating God shabbily 
as a tramp, that we not only talk and sing about Him as 
the King of kings and Lord of lords, but that we treat 
Him as such in our approaches to Him and in our 
offerings to Him. Whoever would dream that God is 
a King, judging by the gifts which are so generally 
brought and offered to Him? 

Luther Leaguers should and will gladly serve in 
whatever capacity they may be called upon to serve in 


Stewardship is a messenger sent from 


show 


good stewards of the manifold gifts of God.’’—I Peter 4:10 


NOVEMBER IS STEWARDSHIP MONTH IN THE U.L.C. A. 


this month of special Stewardship. The Luther League 
believes in and teaches Stewardship. That is one of its 
great objectives. Stewardship first of heart and life, and 
then of substance, talent and time. 


LOST ANNUALLY: A MILLION DOLLARS 

It makes one whistle a bit ruefully to consider the 
debt totals reported in this year’s parochial reports of 
the various Lutheran Church bodies in America. Eight 
bodies have a total current indebtedness of $49,049,301! 
Financial reports of previous years for two synods would 
add $155,757. Four or five bodies do not seem to ask 
their congregations for this information on indebtedness, 
and one small body, Eielsen’s Synod, proudly writes none 
in the indebtedness column of the report. 

Even if it is assumed that those two bodies have 
paid off their debts of $155,757 and that the others have 
no debts, there still remains that ineradicable $49,049,301. 
Altogether the Lutheran Church bodies of America own 
property valued at $366,883,568, and the greater part of 
their indebtedness very probably rests on this property. 
This means that over 13 per cent of the property isn't 
paid for. No indebtedness implies debt service. Rates 
of interest vary, but if 2 per cent—an extremely conserva- 
tive rate—is assumed as prevailing for the country as a 
whole, the Lutheran congregations must be paying out 
each year $980,986 in debt service; in all likelihood it 
reaches $1,000,000. This item is included, of course, in 
the $37,607,602 reported as raised for congregational ex- 
penses. 

One million dollars! There are fascinating possibili- 
ties of what could be achieved if this great sum, instead 
of being eaten up as interest on debt, could be added 
each year to the funds for carrying on the constructive 
and far-reaching work of the Church. One million dol- 
lars could immeasurably increase the effective power of 
the Lutheran Church because, really, one million dol- 
lars is a lot of money. 


THANKSGIVING 


Alone, dear Lord, of all my nights and days, 

I cannot sing Thy goodness, far too vast 

For my weak utterance. Let me humbly cast 

Upon the sweep of universal praise 

My single tribute; let the mornings raise 

My anthems for me; let the storied past, 

In varied hallelujahs nobly massed, 

Exalt the infinite glory of Thy ways. 

Where’er the blossoms glad in loveliness 

Reflect Thy beauty, or the bird’s bright song 

Has holy skill the Father's love to bless, 

Or where the shining stars through ages long 

The soul of worship silently express, 

Grant me a lowly place in that thanksgiving throng. 
—Amos R. Wells, in the Continent 
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Christian Ways In War Time 


To all. Members of The United Lutheran Church in America. 


age Three 


bd 


Dear Brethren: 


Bitterness, misery, lies are loose in the earth. Three wars in quick succession came ever nearer to us, and 
now a fourth has actually involved us, because those of you who are in Canada are now included. We are all be- 
wildered amid the self-justification of nations and the strife of tongues. We must somehow set our own thinking 
right. To that end we must pray. We must think of God, think with God, in this distress. But what shall we 
ask? Jesus said, “After this manner pray ye.” 


“Our Father, Who Att in Heaven.” “O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord.” He is “our Father:” 
He therefore groans today in exceeding sorrow over all men, and His love will help. He is “in heaven” and there- 
fore beholds our time, our war time, in its eternal meaning. Our minds have started on the Christian way if they 
grasp in prayer that sorrow, that love, that eternal determination of His amid our warring confusion. 


“Hallowed Be Thy Name.” Do we fear that chaos is coming, the destruction of civilization, the loss of precious 
liberties, the triumph of brutality, the reign of godlessness? Be still and hear Him emphasize, “I will be exalted 
in the earth.” Let us through prayer become certain that mercy and truth, righteousness and peace will again meet 
and kiss each other. God is not dead. Evil cannot prevail in the end, for Christ has overcome the world. Even 
the wrath of man will ultimately hallow His name. 


“Thy Kingdom Come.”’ Do we fear that the Church has failed, that men increasingly discredit it as a power- 
less thing? In prayer we must recognize again that only the Church, by means of the Gospel, has the miraculous 
power to give human hearts a new birth, even the hearts of nations’ leaders, and that the Church alone is the pre- 
serving “salt of the earth.” It rightly claims our complete allegiance. When we and others are purified today by 
such full loyalty, the whole Church will be purified. God today is working primarily for a purified Church and 
thus His Kingdom comes. When the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Convention met this May the 
representatives from six nations pledged themselves to conscious Christian unity even if war came between them. 
Thus God’s Kingdom comes. 


“Thy Will Be Done On Earth, As It Is In Heaven.’’ War is and is not God’s will. It comes first from man’s sin, 
the long, intricate confusion and injustice and antagonism of all nations concerned. So this war. Nations always 
sin, and always God’s hand restrains their bitterness. When the cup of their bitter rage is full, He as a Father, 
permits them their own wild wills, lifts His hand and there is war. It is God the Father’s suffering will. But He 
knows and controls the limits. ‘He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth.” He awaits the warring 
nations’ chastened prayers and our chastened prayers for them all. 


“Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread.’’ God would have the nations know that they live by His goodness. They 
are not secure because of great kingdoms, great economic prosperity, great armaments, but because of great de- 
pendence on Him. How horrible that in war nations try to be a god to each other, not to feed the other but to 
starve him into submission. We Americans pray this petition for our own bread and the bread of all the warring 
peoples. We must above all as children of God minister to their many sufferings in every possible way. For this 
we must begin to devise plans at once. 


“Forgive Us Our Trespasses, As We Forgive Those Who Trespass Against Us.” This is our prayer for our own 
iniquity, for we have gone the way of all the earth. We too are responsible for this war. We have had our fiery 
part in the rising hatreds, and the antagonisms among us, ourselves, may easily grow worse. It is for us to be, not 
pro-English, nor pro-French, nor pro-German, but clearly pro-Christian. When in all history shall we see the day 
that any nation confesses its warring sins against others and asks their forgiveness? That alone would fulfill this 
petition. 


“Lead Us Not Into Temptation, But Deliver Us From Evil.’’ Hereby we rightly pray to be kept out of this war. 
Let us be sure, however, that mere plans for neutrality will not keep us out, if we continue to sin—if we continue 
prejudiced participation in other nations’ sins, if we selfishly profiteer on other nations” miseries, if we fail in lov- 
ing relief to the suffering of them all. Should we nevertheless All up the cup of our national iniquity, should God's 
restraining hand be lifted from us also, should we all thus become involved, then it is our Father’s suffering will 
that we take our share of the hard suffering. 


God help us ceaselessly to purify our personal thoughts and lives. God help America and all other nations 


i t of this degradation of sin. : 
to pray their way out o g Siete 


President, United Lutheran Church in America 
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THE MEANING OF STEWARDSHIP IN TERMS 
OF LIFE SERVICE 
(By Alfred J. Beil) 

When in Bible language one of God's servants is 
called a good steward, it implied that he was giving a 
good account of the things entrusted to him. It was also 
the same as saying that the servant was making his 
life count, and that is the principle of Life Service. 

Important leaders in Bible history continually il- 
lustrate this Life Service stewardship truth. For ex- 
ample, John the Baptist felt called of God to be the 
steward of a repentance message which was considered 
a preparation of the way (road) over which Christ could 
travel to enter human lives for their salvation from evil 
and its death-dealing consequences. The possession of 
the message was considered by him not to be so much 
for his own welfare, but the possession of it appeared to 
him to be for the people of his day, who did not want 
to hear it, because it was a stern rebuke to them, and a 
call to further preparation for Christ’s immediate appear- 
ance. All the way through the story you have the 
thoughts presented which define what stewardship is. 
If I may put the thoughts together into another form, 
we have a statement something like this. Stewardship is 
the result of our relation to God and those about us, 
when we use what God has entrusted to us by sharing it 
with our fellow men for their spiritual welfare. 

The greatest difficulty arises over the fact that many 
people have so little over which they may become stew- 
ards. When they are asked to share a Church offering 
they say that they have no money; when they are called 
upon to assume the responsibility of a certain Church 
office, they report that they will be unable to serve be- 
cause they have not had the necessary leadership train- 
ing. Such people are disqualified for stewardship because 
they have nothing in their possession to be used. in 
service to others. There is still another group of people 
who do not enjoy the privilege of stewardship. They 
have leadership talents and material wealth but they fail 
to share it as God directed. But where others have 
failed, Leaguers can succeed since they have the ad- 
vantage of knowing what is required of those who are 
stewards. They are also at the age when they can profit 
most by the example of Christ who devoted His first 
thirty years to acquiring the spiritual resources which 
He used in a stewardship of the blessings of Almighty 
God. He really had something with which He could go 
about doing good. Part of a Leaguer’s experience should 
be that of acquiring spiritual resources to share with 
others. 

In the first Epistle General of Peter, the Apostle pre- 
sents a forceful statement on the subject of the steward- 
ship plan of the Christian Life. It appears in I Peter 
4:10: 

“As every man hath received the gift, even so min- 
ister the same one to another as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.” The apostle Peter here presup- 
poses that the followers of Christ have received what. he 
calls the gift of God. Then he exhorts them to minister 
the same to others as good stewards. I once talked to a 
man who called himself an Apostolic Lutheran who said 
that his Church’s main point of emphasis was sharing the 
Holy Spirit. Upon further questioning he stated that 
“we can only share that which we possess or have to 
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share.” “Many Christians,” he went on to say, “are 
limited in aiding others to possess the manifold grace of 
God because they themselves have not received the Holy 
Spirit.” Stewardship presupposes some gift to be ad- 
ministered. Besides the stewardship of time, talent, and 
material possessions for the glory of God the higher 
emphasis is to remain where Peter put it as set forth 
in the eleventh verse when he wrote: “If any man 
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God: if any man 
minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: 
that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion forever and 


ever. Amen.” 


“CHRISTUS VICTOR” 


World Convention of Christian Youth 
Amsterdam, Holland 


By Carl Lund-Quist in the ‘‘Lutheran Companion” 


From all over the world Christian young people 
have come together in this historic city of the Nether- 
lands. There have been 1,350 delegates from 71 countries, 
representing 220 separately organized national Churches 
present at this ecumenical gathering of Christian youth. 
No continent lacks representation. It is doubtful whether 
any other representative gathering has ever brought to- 
gether as great a number of official delegates from as 
many countries under any auspices, on any occasion, any- 
where else in the world, not excepting the League ot 
Nations. These young people have held sessions for ten 
days beginning July 24, with the general theme of 
Ciniereos, Wieden,” 

The Opening Day 

No one taking part in the Conference will forget the 
sight of the delegates filling the huge hall. It was an 
impressive sight indeed to see this vast building, lavishly 
decorated with flags and colors of many nations crowded 
with people from many nations, sitting side by side, while 
over them hung a great blue banner, bearing in letters 
of gold, the words which were common to all—Christus 
Victor.” 

Sympathy For Persecuted Groups 

One could not help but feel the great expectation and 
hope that filled the hearts of these people as they con- 
fessed their faith in Christ as Lord. Through the group 
there came a feeling that we are all one in Christ. This 
sense ef unity expressed itself in a moving way when in: 
the service at the roll call of national delegations, the 
conference made a point of expressing special sympathy 
through prolonged applause, with those of the members 
who represented nations afflicted with war or persecution. 
Prince Bernhard read a message from H. H, the Queen 
and also brought a greeting himself at the opening service. 


Ten plenary sessions were held during the confer- 
ence. At these general meetings Christian leaders from 
many parts of the world delivered addresses which gave 
the delegates a great deal to think about. The Arch- 
bishop of York, William Temple, gave the opening ad- 
dress. Preceding each of the morning sessions was a 
service of worship conducted in six widely varying ways 
by representatives of Christian groups as far apart geo- 
graphically as India and America and as far apart theo- 
logically as the Eastern Orthodox Church and the Afri- 
can Negro Church. 
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Bible Study Given Prominent Place 

We were impressed with the important place given 
to Bible study at this conference. Most of the time in 
the morning was given over to a study of selected pas- 
sages in groups of 30 or 35. This study proved to be the 
most fruitful feature of the Amsterdam meeting. Many 
who had come to this gathering, particularly some Am- 
ericans, had serious doubts as to the real value of such 
study. It was remarkable with what interest and serious- 
ness the message of God for today as found in the Bible 
was discovered. 


For the average youth in the world today, the Bible 
is a closed Book and the confession of many as we closed 
this conference was that they would continue to study. 


In our search for an answer to the problems that 
confront us today we were driven back more and more 
to see what was revealed by God in the Bible. It seems 
to me that this conference will remain of permanent 
value to the Church for that reason if for no other. 


Communion Services Reveal Division 


Every afternoon was spent in discussing general 
subjects such as: “World of Nations,’ “The Church: Its 
Nature and Mission,’ “Christian Youth and Economic 
Order,” “Nation and State,’ “Education,” “Race” and 
“Christian Marriage and Family Life.” 


The delegates discovered that in the rite of Com- 
munion the deepest differences appeared, not only in the 
ritual but in historic development and in doctrine. Four 
such services were held: An Anglican service in the 
English Church at Amsterdam; a Dutch Reformed sery- 
ice; a Lutheran service, conducted according to the Dan- 
ish custom, and an Eastern Orthodox. It was a painful 
discovery for many who had not before sensed the dif- 
ferences in the Christian Church. But only by realizing 
this tragic fact of disunity as represented most dra- 
matically in the Communion Service could we ever hope 
to come to an understanding of one another. 


Lutherans At The Conference 


The Augustana Synod was represented by four 
Luther Leaguers and the United Lutheran Church by 
nine delegates. Several meetings of Lutherans present at 
the conference were held. Although it is difficult to give 
an exact number it would be correct to estimate that 
nearly 200 Lutherans were present. A very interesting 
evening was spent at the Victoria Hotel on the invitation 
of American Lutherans when there was a roll call of all 
countries represented and greetings presented from each 
nation. We were all impressed with the ecumenical char- 
acter of the Lutheran Church. 


No resolutions or statements were made in any off- 
cial way at this Amsterdam Conference. What the re- 
sults will be of such a gathering is difficult to say. It 
has brought to the youth of the Churches today a sense 
of oneness which perhaps has not been true before. It 
is clear to most of us that in facing a world like ours, 
we must confess our sins of faithlessness, lack of loyal- 
ty, lack of sincerity of purpose, lack of interest. Our 
prayer is, as we leave this meeting, that Christ’s own 
prayer, “that they may be one,” may speedily be an- 
swered. 
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UNCLE CHARLIE FUHR RELATES THE 
FOLLOWING CONVENTION NOTES 


(Enroute from the Long Beach Convention) 


Returning to Seattle, the writer started towards 
But the following morning, an incident occurred 
that we feel should be told. While waiting for the porter 
to dismantle the berths, some of the male passengers 
gathered in the smoking compartment. Soon the brake- 
man came in and a general conversation ensued finally 
turning to the subject of human nature. Here the brake- 
man spoke up and said, “I wish you could have been on 
the train three days ago, when those Lutherans were on 
board. There were 140 of them and they were about 
the cleanest and finest group of young people ever car- 
ried by this Road. They were full of fun and sometimes 
it seemed as if they would raise the roof, but it was all 
clean fun, much of it singing—and there was not a 
cigaret in the whole crowd. It revived my faith in the 
young people of today.” 


home. 


A similar testimony came from a woman who op- 
erated a gift shop opposite the Auditorium. Entering 
after the final session to make a purchase, she said, “I 
am sorry to see you folks leave. We never had a more 
courteous group of young people in Convention here 
and it really was a pleasure to wait on them.” 

The Convention is now history, but we believe also 
that it has made history. One thing is sure. The leaders 
among our young people got a vision of the greatness of 
our work and we believe the will to “Go Forward.” 


Last Call to the Intermediates 
to enter the 


ISS, 
ESSAY CONTEST 


Twelve Awards 
Twelve Best 


1. Each Intermediate may enter only one essay. 

2. Essay must be on one of the 1939 books. 

3. Must be written in ink or typewritten, and only on 
one side of the paper. 

4. Must contain not less than 1000 nor more than 1500 
words. 

5. Must be in the offices of The Luther League of 


America not later than December 1, 1939. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE CLIPPERS 


(By Esther Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz) 


Self-Examination 
I Timothy 4:12 
If all the cthers came like you, , 
Would there seldom be a vacant pew? 


Or would the opposite be true, 
If all the others came like you? 


If all the others gave like you, 

Then how much giving wou!d your Church do 
Would the bills be paid as they fall due, 

Tf all the others gave like you? 


Tf all the others worked like you, 

Then how much service would your Church do? 
Would the Master’s plans be carried through, 

If all the others worked like you? 


—By Rev. Henry I. Kohler, 
Bethany Church, Les Angeles, Cal. 


A Word About Devotionals! 

Because it is an established fact in Luther League 
today that devotionals either make or break a League, 
I think it would be very wise, if we, as responsible heads 
of our individual Leagues, would concentrate our atten- 
tion upon our Sunday night meetings. The month of 
November presents a splendid opportunity for 
ent devotionals.” 

With a little careful thought, plus a conscientious 
effort in tepic preparation, and assistance by the edu- 
cational secretary or devotional committee—really sur- 
prising things will happen. 

If you would have a successful League—you simply 
must have successiul devotions. 

Be Devotional! 

Be Successful!! 
Be Wise!!! 


ee tuber= 


Service 


li I would serve 
I needs must know my fellow man— 
His part in God’s eternal plan; 
I must put forth the best I can, 

If I would serve. 


Ii I would serve 
As God would have me serve His cause, 
I must forego the world’s applause 
And strive to understand God’s laws— 
If I would serve. 


If I would serve 
I must put thoughts of self away; 
Just be content at God’s feet to lay. 
li I would serve. 


If I would serve 
I may not flatter or condemn, 
But ever ‘‘to the least of them” 
Bear Truth’s own gleaming diadem, 
If I would serve.—F. J. G. 


The Success Family 

The father of Success is Work. The mother of 
Success is Ambition. The oldest son is Common Sense, 
and some of the other boys are Stability, Perseverance, 
Honesty, Thoroughness, Foresight, Enthusiasm and Co- 
operation. The oldest daughter is Character. Some of 
the sisters are Cheerfulness, Loyalty, Courtesy, Care, 
Economy, Sincerity and Harmony. The baby is Oppor- 
tunity. Get acquainted with the “old man,” and you will 
be able to get along pretty well with all the rest of the 
family! 


“A haze on the far horizon, 

The infinite, tender sky, 

The ripe, rich tint of the cornfields, 
And the wild geese flying high, 

And all over upland and lowland 

The charm of the golden-rod: 

Some of us call it Autumn, 

And others call it God.” 


Have You Ever Noticed? 


When the other fellow acts that way, he is ugly; 
when you do, it’s nerves? 

When the other fellow is set in his way, he’s ob- 
stinate; when you are, it is just firmness? 

When the other fellow doesn’t like your friend, he’s 
prejudiced; when you don’t like him, you are simply 
showing that you are a good judge of human nature? 

When the other fellow tries to treat someone espe- 
cially well, he’s toadying; when you try the same game, 
you are using tact? 

When the other fellow takes time to do things, he is 
dead slow; when you do it, you are deliberate? 


When the other fellow spends a lot, he is a spend- 
thrift; when you do, you are generous? 


When the other fellow picks flaws in things, he’s 
cranky; when you do, you are discriminating? 

When the other fellow is mild in his manner, he is 
a mush of concession; when you are, it is being gracious? 


When the other fellow runs great risks in business, 
he’s foolhardy; when you-do, you are a great financier? 


Before 


Beiore I brand a brother 

With envy or with shame, 

I'll whisper to my heart, “He comes 

The road I came.” 

If any sue for pity— 

Though friend be he or foe— 

l’ll whisper to my soul, “He goes 

The road I go.”—The Lamplighter, N. Y. 


Christ built no Church, wrote no books, left no 
money, and erected no monuments, yet show me ten 
square miles in the whole earth without Christianity, 
where the life of man and the purity of women are re- 
spected, and I will give up Christianity—Drummond. 


The Battle Cry of Peace 


By Edgar A. Guest 


I want no peace which sits me down 
Untroubled by a sigh or frown, 
And merely lets me stay alive 
Without one goal for which to strive. 


I want a triumph now and then. 
A victory for my fellow-men. 

I want the wars of art and trade 
By which a better world is made. 


God grant the cannon long may rust 
And never more the sword shall thrust, 
But in this world may never cease 
The glorious battle cry of peace. 


No flabby peace I want, but one 
Which keeps the courage surging on 
And stirs the blood and holds us true 
To tasks God placed us here to do. 
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‘“Ghe Story of ‘Ghanksgiving 


The story of things today. Let us be thankful for the rich hecttcge which is ours from the 
days that are past. 


Our civil liberties, our Christian homes, our 


democratic institutions, our Christian Church. 


‘HE oldest of national festivals is Thanksgiving 
© Day. The Fourth of July, though coeval with and 
commemorative of our national natal day, boasts 
only a respectable antiquity of a century and a half, but 
another century and a half must be added to carry us 
backward to the historical origin of the day that we 
have nationally dedicated to prayer and thanksgiving— 
to the days of bluff Governor Bradford and to the first 
struggling colony of heroic pilgrims. It was in this 
cradle of our commonwealth that the observance of a 
day of thanks was first nurtured on our soil, though its 
inspiration was brought from lands across the seas and 
probably threaded human history back to the plains of 
Palestine when the psalmists of Israel praised the Lord 
in song for the bounties of earth. 


Benjamin Franklin tells us that, in a time of great 
despondency among the first settlers of New England, 
it was proposed in one of their public meetings to pro- 
claim a fast. An aged farmer arose and spoke of their 
provoking heaven with their compliments and of the 
many mercies they had already received and oi the 
many causes they had for thanksgiving. He then made 
a motion that instead of appointing a day of fasting, 
they should appoint a day of thanksgiving. To this the 
assembly agreed. 

The first Thanksgiving Day was kept amid circum- 
stances most unpropitious and with gaunt famine hover- 
ing over the rude and cheerless dwellings of that little 
colony. The summer of 1621, following the landing at 
Plymouth, yielded but a scanty harvest and unless speedy 
supplies came from Europe the sturdy Colonists foresaw 
that they would be reduced to the point of starvation. 
Yet, amid such surroundings as these, we learn from 
the old chronicles that Governor Bradford, “the harvest 
being gotten in, sent four men out on fowling so that 
we might, after a more special manner, rejoice together 
after we had gathered the fruits of our labors.” And thus, 


While sickness lurked and death assailed 
And foes beset on every hand, 


the first governor of New England instituted the Ameri- 
can Harvest Home and celebrated the first New England 
Thanksgiving Day. 

The old Colonial records also tell of the appoint- 
ment of Thanksgiving Days, for various causes, in the 
Massachusetts Bay colony, in the years 1633, 1634, 1637, 
1638 and 1639. In Plymouth colony similar publicly de- 
clared observances tcok place in 1651, 1668, and in 1680, 
when the tenor of the proclamation seems to indicate 
that it had then become a settled yearly observance. 


The Massachusetts Bay colony was the first to ap- 
point an annual Thanksgiving Day by the proclamation 
of the English governor. During the Revolution, Thanks- 
Day became a national American institution, being an- 


nually recommended by congress, but after the general 
thanksgiving for peace, in 1784, there was no national 
appointment until 1789, when Washington, by request 
of congress, recommended a day of thanksgiving for the 
adoption of the Constitution. Washington issued a sec- 
ond proclamation of thanksgiving in 1795, on account 
of the suppression of insurrection. President Madison, 
by request of Congress, recommended a thanksgiving for 
peace in 1815, at the conclusion of the War of 1812. But 
the official recommendation of a day for the giving of 
thanks was mainly confined to New England, until 1817, 
after which date it was regularly appointed also by the 
governor of New York. The Dutch of the 
New Netherlands had proclaimed thanksgiving days in 
1644. 1645, 1655 and 1664 and in 1755 and 1760 a day 
was similarly designated by the English governor of 
New York. 

During the Civil War in 1863 and 1864, President 
Lincoln annual 
thanksgivings and since then a proclamation has been 
issued annually by the President of the United States 
as well as by the governors of the several states and 
the mayors of American cities. 


goveinors 


issued proclamations recommending 


Custom has fixed the time for Thanksgiving Day 
as the last Thursday in November but up to 1864 
there was no uniformity as to the date of the observance 
and presidents and governors followed no fixed rules in 
setting a day apart, each state deciding its own Thanks- 
giving Day. Thanksgiving Day was long in settling 
down to its present fixity of day and season. It is on 
record that one prudent municipality of the old time once 
postponed the celebration of the day for a week “in 
order to get molasses with which to sweeten the pump- 
kin pies.” 
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Have You Seen The New Pamphlets 
in the Series on 


| 
| 
“Ways to Build” 
| 


1. Devotional Meetings 


2. Publicity—Its Place and Purpose 


Why not send for your copies today, price 5 
cents each, to The Luther League of America, 405 
Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce St., Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania? 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The Intermediate Department 


Greetings To Co-Workers—December Posters—Scouting 


It is a privilege and a respensibility to speak to you 
through the pages of our “Luther League Review.” A 
privilege because of the joy it brings to have the oppor- 
tunity of greeting our Intermediate Luther Leaguers and 
Leaders everywhere; and a responsibility because when 
a person attempts, even in a small measure, to speak or 
write for Christ and His Church, it 
sponsible or as the dictionary says, answerable to Christ. 


means he is re- 


To the Intermediate Leaguers 
As I write to you, I wonder how 
termediate Leaguers subscribe to or read the “Luther 
League Review.” In our Leagues we stress the reading 
of good literature and next to our Bible our Church 
literature should have a large share of our reading at- 
tention, and what could be of more 
own “Review?” 


many of our In- 


value to us than our 


The subjects of reading and books brings to mind 
the fact that the Essays on the 1939 Reading Course 
books are due to be in Luther League Headquarters no 
later than December 1, 1939 and right here I would sug- 
gest that you Intermediate Luther Leaguers surprise 
your superintendents by swamping them with essays 
to be forwarded to the contest. Now when I refer to 
essays, I can hear scme of you say, “I can’t write an 
essay. I’m no good at that sort of thing.’ Have you 
ever tried it? Have you ever written a Book Report for 
school? A Book Report doesn’t sound quite as scary as 
an Essay, does it? Well, let's get busy and write a 
Book Report on the book you like best of the 1939 
Reading Course, and give it to your superintendent to be 
passed on to Headquarters. Now wasn’t that easy? 
Even though you may not be a prize-winner, you will 
have a better knowledge of one worthwhile book, and 
you will feel the satisfaction of having made a try. 

You have been reading a lot in the ‘“Review”’ lately 
about Posters and Projects. Has your League tried this 
idea? If not, then give your Superintendent another sur- 
prise by making the Poster for November and suggest- 
ing that your League do the Projects. If conscientiously 
done, these Projects will help you in your Christian 
growth. 

To the Intermediate Leaders 

As we began with the Intermediate Leaguers so we 
begin with you leaders, by writing of the Reading Course 
books, but to you we want to stress the importance of 
purchasing the 1940 books at once. Read them before 
you pass them on to your Leaguers, so that you can 
discuss them intelligently. 

Upon every possible occasion we like to quote our 
Luther League motto, “Of the Church, By the Church, 
For the Church Here is an opportunity to work in 
with the program of the Church. 

From October 15 to November 15, our United 
Lutheran Church in America is stressing the Board of 
Social Missions (formerly Inner Mission Board), and 
during the Thanksgiving Season, it emphasizes Chris- 
tian Stewardship. To a certain extent we have here “the 
cart before the horse,’ for Social Missions are the 
fruits of a consciousness of Christian Stewardship. 


As Intermediate Leaders we have the Sixteen Point 
Program, not as points to be accomplished, but as Guide 
Posts similar to the Guide Posts our Church is using in 
its Calendar of Special Days and Seasons of the Church 
Year. We can accomplish the one by stressing the other. 

Our Guide Posts (or Points) fifteen and sixteen, 
viz: “Some definite work done for Inner, Home or For- 
eign Missions” and “Every Leaguer giving definite per- 
sonal service,” enters the field of Social Missions. This 
is an excellent time of the year to encourage our 
Leaguers to pass both Guide Posts by visiting any sick 
persons in the congregation, performing some service 
for them if possible, by taking a program to some in- 
stitution, by making and sending gifts to Orphan Home, 
Missionaries and Deaconesses, or by collecting wearing 
apparel for the needy, for a hospital or an orphanage or 
home (see Intermediate Project Pamphlet for additional 
suggestions). 

What can be better preparation for the stressing of 
Christian Stewardship than to encourage our Leaguers 
and show them the need of daily Bible reading and regu- 
lar Church and Sunday Scl fool. attendance (Guide Posts 
LOW ilarrciel 2) 

We might also stress Christian Stewardship of time 
by sending forth our Teen-agers to bring in those not 
members of the League and thus pass Guide Post 7, “A 
net increase of 10% of members.’ Also do not let us 
miss the opportunity of checking up on those children 
who have become twelve years of age and are therefore 
no longer eligible for the program of The Children of 
the Church. They should be in our Intermediate Leagues. 

Then we might examine our Topics for November. 
Will they help us as we strive to develop in our Leaguers 
a consciousness of Christian Stewardship and the desire 
to express their love for Christ in Social Missions? 

November 5—‘What Is True Greatness?” Humble 
service expressed in Social Missions. 

November 12—“What’s Wrong About Gambling?” 
We can’t acknowledge Christian Stewardship of money 
and then gamble it away. 

November 19—“Never Hold a Cease We can’t 
think ill of others and still render sincere Christian 
Stewardship of our talents. 

November 26—‘Expressing Our Gratitude.” True 
Christian Stewardship expresses its gratitude to Christ 
by giving of our time and means to others. 

(Note: If Thanksgiving Day is changed in your 
State, then switch these last two Topics.) 


To Leaguers and Leaders 
As we enter this month of November with its 
Armistice Day and Thanksgiving holidays, may we do 
so with the earnest desire to become more Christ-like. 
Even though war guns may be sounding throughout the 
world, may we raise the white flag of surrender to our 
Christ as Lord and Master of our hearts and lives; and 
express our thanks to Him in rendering whatever serv- 
ice our minds and hands find to do. 
Your co-worker, 
MILDRED GARTELMANN 
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INTERMEDIATES! 


CREATE A 


POSTER 


FOR DECEMBER TOPICS 


arid 


In these days of strife and bloodshed, our De- 
cember Topics are very timely as they are on the 
subject of “Good Will.” For our poster draw in 
the upper center of the cardboard a dove. If you 
have difficulty in drawing a dove, perhaps you can 
find a picture of one to paste on the poster. From 
this dove draw five streamers on the sides and bot- 
tom of the Poster, leaving sufficient space for the 
pictures to which the streamers are attached. Be- 
ginning with the left-hand streamer, print the 
words of each of the five topics for December in 
the center of the streamer. Also print on each side 
of the dove the words “Good” and “Will.” 


December 4—‘“Being a Good Neighbor.” 
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( 
This | 
streamer leads to a picture of the “Good Samari- 
tan,’ and the project will be to invite someone in 
the neighborhood not attending Sunday School or 
Church to go with you to either of these places or 
to League. 

( 
| 
‘ 


December 10—“Good Will Across The Seas.” 
This streamer leads to a picture of- one of our 
Foreign Fields, showing Missionary activity in that 
field. For this project do something for some For- 
eign Missionary or Mission Field, or memorize 


Matthew 28:19, 20. 


December 17—‘“Exploring The Hymn Book.” 
Either draw or cut out from one of the Church 
advertisements, a picture of the ‘Common Serv- 
ice Book.” As the project we suggest the memor- 
izing of some hymn selected by the League, with 
talks, if possible, on the writer of the hymn, the 
reason for the writing of the hymn, etc. 


December 24—"‘God’s Gift To Man.” A 
Christmas picture would be appropriate at the end 
of this streamer—a picture of course, showing the 
Christ-child and not some commercial advertise- 
ment. Another project the Leaguer should write 
down and bring to League what in his estimation 
is God's greatest Gift to man. 


December 31—‘Missionary Opportunities 
Within Ten Miles.” At the end of this last stream- 
er a picture of “Christ Healing the Sick,” or “Come 
Unto Me,” would be appropriate. If you have a 
mission Church within ten miles of your League, 
ask if they would like to have your League visit 
them and present a program. Be sure that every 
Leaguer is given opportunity to have some part on 
the program. Where there is no mission congre- 
gation within ten miles, we suggest the memoriz- 
ing of Luke 24:45-48. 
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YOUNG AMERICA LOOKS FINE IN 
ANYBODY’S EYES 
By Angelo Patri 

I reviewed the Scout Troop, and, standing beside me 
was a friend fresh from a visit to a far country where 
he had seen boys and girls in smart uniforms, in military 
order, marching proudly behind gorgeously arrayed bands. 

“Fine youngsters, aren’t they?” said I, proud of the 
healthy brown skins, the sturdy legs, straight backs and 
clear eyes of the little boys. 

Looks Don’t Count 

“Yes, but you ought to see the kids on the other 
side. They look like something. Their uniforms fit to 
the last button. They have style. Your kids look a mess. 
Their uniforms don’t fit; their hats don’t sit; they aren’t 
well set up at all. Why don’t you make them look like 
something? You dress those kids up and smarten them 
up a little with military drills and you couldn't beat 
them. Americans are too free and easy.” 

I swallowed the first few words that rose to the 
end of my tongue and tried to hold on to my manners. 
After all, he was company. “Well,” said I, when I 
could, “to me those lads look like something mighty 
good. They look like the United States of America to 
me, and somehow that’s a wonderful sight for my eyes. 
I think they’ll do.” 

Free To Learn 

In fact, now that there is no company, I am sure 
they will do. These boys of ours are trained in service. 
Their motto is: Be prepared. They are prepared to live 
by training themselves in the habits that make for sound 
health. They hike instead of marching for long miles in 
military formation. 

Their bodies and their spirits are free as they go. 
Free to see the beauty of the country, to feel the spring 
of the earth under their feet, to halt at the spring for 
a drink, to visit at the farms as they pass, to meet gayly 
the adventures on the road they travel. They are out to 
learn the ways of people, the habits and the needs of the 
creatures of the woods and meadows, the names and the 
uses of the plants by the way. 

The woods are the schools for these lads. In them 
they study how to enjoy trees, how to use them for 
daily necessities of shelter and fire and food. They are 
out to preserve beauty, to conserve use, to further growth 
and not to abuse and ruin and destroy. 

They Are Equal 

They build a camp fire and gather about it to talk 
over the strange ways of this world, and each Scout says 
his say. Side by side they sit there on their wrinkled 
brown blankets, in their messed khaki suits, hats tilted, 
crushed, maybe missing. And no one questions the 
other’s right to a place in the council, or a voice in its 
proceedings because of his ancestry. They know but 
one qualification here—citizenship of the United States 
of America. Each belongs. 

But wherever they go and whatever they do, they 
are for me and for thousands like me, the great hope 
of this nation. They are our own healthy, happy, clean, 
free-spirited lads, growing into service, not for destruc- 
tion and death, but for construction and life. I’d rather 
review ten little chaps in catch-as-catch-can dress, clothed 
in the freedom of their souls, than a multitude of smartly 


dressed youth jacketed in the uniform of authority. 
—SCOUTING 


LUTHERAN STUDENTS ASHRAM IN 
NORTH CAROLINA 

By Rev. C. P. Harry, D.D., Norristown, Pa., Secretary of 

the Board of Education, United Lutheran 
Church in America) 

Nearly three hundred Lutheran students from all 
parts of the United States, from all Synods in America, 
and from 110 different campuses met for a week at 
Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, North Carolina, in 
August. This was the fourth Ashram Lutheran students 
have held beginning in Wisconsin in 1936. 

The theme was “The Faith For Our Day.” Re- 
thinking the Catechism. Dr. Paul Hoh of the Seminary 
at Mt. Airy, presented the parts of the Catechism each 
morning under these titles: The Facts on Which the 
Faith Rests (Creed); Contact with God (Prayer); 
Sources of Strength (Word and Sacraments); Stand- 
ards of Living (Ten Commandments); When We Fail 
(Confession and Absolution). Following his addresse- 
small groups met and discussed the theme for two hours 
under expert leadership, men and women who know the 


Faith and who know students. 
Each morning began with Matins in the College 
Chapel. After Matins Dr. Conrad Bergendoff of Rock 


Island. Illinois, led Bible Study, using portions of Isaiah, 
“the world’s grandest literature.” 

In the evenings the program varied, beginning with 
Dr. Peng-Fu’s stirring address. Dr. Peng-Fu is from a 
Lutheran mission in China and is head of a Lutheran 
college there. His glowing spirit stirred all. Another 
evening, the Amsterdam Youth Conference was reported 
by several students who had attended as was the Naper- 
ville Inter-Church Student Conference held last January. 
A mountain trip with worship on Blowing Rock, a camp- 
fire with Negro spirituals and Christian testimony and 
the Ashram Banquet completed the evening programs. 
Sunday morning the Ashram completed its program with 
Holy Communion in the chapel. 


The Lutheran Student Council of America met at 
the same time and place. Two of its decisions are es- 
pecially important—one, to apply for membership in the 
World Student Christian Federation, a world-wide or- 
ganization of students which recently made it possible 
for Church groups in America to participate. Until then 
students in America were represented only through the 
YMCA or YWCA in the World Student Christian Fed- 
eration. The other action calls on Lutheran Synods in 
America to establish rulings under which conscientious 
objectors to military service may be enabled to have the 
same rating as conscientious objectors in pacifist bodies 


like the Society of Friends, before government boards 
euaal aim INS ©, I iC; 


Some fifty men and women who have been active 
at various times in the Lutheran Student Association of 
America since its organization in 1922, were present. 
They met apart from the undergraduate students and 
those following regular courses in college or graduate 
schools, and formed a new association—the Lutheran 
Alumni Fellowship. All Lutherans who have attended 
college are invited to participate in the activities of the 
fellowship. Its aim is to bring such together and to 
stimulate and direct their interest in developing the 
Lutheran Student Association of America, in facing prob- 
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lems of Christian Education in the parish, the community 
and the Church, and in enlisting college people in all 
the Church’s work. Many Luther Leaguers may help 
promote this new channel of service for Christ and are 
urged to do so. Write to Rev. C. P. Harry, DED Tet 
Luther League Literature Chairman, or to Miss Mercia 
Brenne, Minneapolis, Minn., the L. A. F. President. 

The officers of the Lutheran Student Association in 
America for the coming year are: President, Harry 
Victorson, Rock Island, Illinois; Vice-President, Clement 
Hahn, Hickory, North Carolina; Secretary, Grace Leh- 
man, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Treasurer, Milton John- 
son, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

The Luther League and the Lutheran Student As- 
sociation in America and the Lutheran Alumni Fellow 
ship may and should have close co-operation with each 
other for promoting the work God has given us to do 
in His Church and in the world. 


HYMN FOR HARVEST 
Thou openest thine hand and satishest the desire of 
every living thing.—Psalm 145:16. 
Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness! 
—Psalm 107:8. 


We come, our hearts with gladness glowing, 
Thee, Lord of harvest, to adore, 

For garners filled to overflowing 

With treasured heaps and plenteous store; 
To thank Thee that Thy father-hand 

Has blessed anew our happy land. 


Our praise for this abundant blessing 
With favor, gracious Father, hear, 
More deeply on our minds impressing 
Thy mercies each successive year 
That so our thankful praise may be 
A life devoted all to Thee. 


Since Thou, on us compassion taking, 
With daily bread our wants dost feed, 
So, pity in our breasts awaking, 
Make us to feel for others’ need. 
Thou rich and poor alike dost love, 
Then let them both Thy bounty prove. 


Thy heavenly dews our seed have nourished 
And plenteous fruit our harvests yield; 
But have the fruits of faith, too, flourished 
Within Thy Son’s own harvest field? 

And when His eye o’erlooks the ground, 
Shall thriving plants therein be found? 


, 


Defeat our foe, his craft confounding, * 
When tares within Thy field he’d sow; 
And let Thy Word’s good fruit abounding, 
To Thy great iame and glory grow 

That all full sheaves may carry home 
What that great Harvest Day shall come. 


—Ehrenfried Lieblich 
—Translated from the German by Frances Elizabeth Cox 


This 9 The Way @ Heck 


That the December issue of the 


Luther League Review 


will contain a pageant for Christmas Eve and a Watch 
Night Service for New Year’s Eve 


SUBSCRIBE NOW AND GET YOUR Copy! 
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An ‘nternational ‘Party Ss 


(Esther Bachofer and Connie Strandwitz) 


Invitations 
Join hands all brothers of the faith, 
In fellowship and fun, 
We'll play some games and sing some songs, 
Before the evening’s done. 


At (name of Church) Lutheran Church we'll meet, 
Next (day) night at eight, 

Therell be no charge, it’s just for fun, 

So come and don’t be late. 


Decorations 

Flags of various nations would be appropriate. These 
may be drawn on cardboard and colored or may be bor- 
rowed if enough different kinds are available. Each one 
should be numbered, as they may be used later for a 
game. 

It would be nice to have the members of the com- 
mittee responsible for the arrangements of party dressed 
in costumes representing various nations. These persons 
may take charge of any games that represent their 
countries, and may also act as hosts and hostesses when 
the guests arrive. 


Where Am I From? 

When each guest arrives a slip of paper is pinned 
on his back. These slips should contain the names of 
cities and countries which are well-known. Each person 
is to guess what name has been pinned on his back. He 
can only do this by asking questions that may be an- 
swered by “yes” or “no.” When the name has been 
guessed the slip may be removed and pinned in a con- 
spicuous place as it may be used later in the evening. 


Sending Telegrams 

All the players are seated in a circle and are given 
the name of a city, state or name of any place in any 
country. The names previously named and which are 
now pinned on the players may be used very nicely for 
this game. One person is chosen as telegraph boy and 
stands in the center of the circle. He calls out, “I have a 
message to go from Boston to Chicago, or any other 
two cities or countries. These two named must exchange 
seats and the messenger boy tries to get one of the 
chairs. If he does, the one left standing must then call 
two and try to get one of the empty seats. If he wants 
to start a grand upset, he might call out an S. O. S. 
and all exchange seats. 


The Great Powers 

Divide the group into teams, naming the teams after 
some of the more important countries, such as: America, 
England, France, etc., as many teams as can be made 
from the size group which you have. These teams may 
be used for all of the games for the rest of the evening 
and it might be fun to keep score and see which coun- 
try is the greatest. 

An International Marathon 


Select several contestants from each team. 
lines of these contestants and mark a goal at the far 


Form 


end of the room. The object of the game is to go from 
one end of the room to the other stepping heel to toe 
all the way across and back. It is advantageous to choose 
persons with large feet for this game. 


The National Anthem 
Copy the National Anthem leaving blank the words 

which appear in heavy type: 
O say, can you see by the dawn’s early light, 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming? 
\Vhose broad stripes and bright stars, through the 

perilous fight, 
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly 

streaming? 
And the rockets red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there, 
O say does the Star-Spangled Banner yet wave 
Over the land of the free and the home of the brave? 


On the shore dimly seen thro’ the mists of the deep, 
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes, 
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep, 
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 

Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam, 
In iull glory reflected now shines on the stream. 

*Tis the Star-spangled Banner, Oh, long may it wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 


Oh, thus be it ever when free-men shall stand, 

Between their lov’d homes and the war’s desolation! 

Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the heav’n-rescued land 

Praise the Pow’r that hath made and preserved us a 
nation! 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 

And this be our motto: “In God is our trust!” 

And the Star-spangled Banner in triumph shall wave, 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 


What Nation’s Flags Are Represented? 

As suggested in decorating, have flags of as many 
nations as you can get, but be sure that they are national 
flags and not shipping flags. These should be numbered 
and for this game, each person receives a slip of paper. 
Number the paper with as many numbers as there are 
flags displayed and each guest is to write opposite the 
number what country the flag represents. 


Centerpiece 

If a table is used for the refreshments, a beautiful 
centerpiece can be made by lining and covering a box 
with crushed silver paper. Attach red, white and blue 
national shield cut-outs to each side of the box; fill the 
box with red roses, white carnations and blue gentians. 
Or small flags of other nations can be used instead of 
shields and the box filled with assorted candies tied in 
cellophane of different colors. 


Refreshments 
A delicacy of all nations: Layer cake. 
A product of China: Tea. 
Spanish delight: Spanish peanuts. 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 


Only two months of 1939 remain. If your State or Synodical Luther League has not paid their 
dues up to date, it no doubt is due to the fact that you have not completed your dues payments 
to your State or Synodical Luther League 7 reasurec. Why not do it now and help The Lutker 


League of America to balance its accounts at the end of the year? 


DUES REPORT 
October 3, 1939 


Senior 

Billed Paid 

Northern California ...... $27.00 $6.75 
Southern California ...... 91.25 45.62 
10—Columbia District .... 37.50 37.50 
(CioppAYoa WEI GacnagwubHooe 61.25 30.60 
Q—Plorida: scars nies ote aretnase 31.00 31.00 
Georgia-Alabama ......... 77.50 38.76 
Ellinoisteeeretetelsierstacierorererere = 199.50 214.50 
P1——Endiana re sae wissen 105.00 105.00 
LTO Weal Mecaveystolocstonevelovevelereteus 75.00 75.00 
ERANISAS Geis speisteiens aynreioy seeereie.© 83.75 41.88 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 42.75 21.38 
6—Maryland ............ 317.00 317.00 
Mic lat aren syepeierslanshaletetslsicie oad 13025 61.00 
S—Mid west Gras o- cciclne sere 81.75 81.75 
IM Uita eet eS OE Sie possi a) aes eratinne) afer ey oie 70.00 35.00 
INMISSAGSIDPL Mets e-ere ole lelete io ale 16.50 125 
ING bras ka me kleterscers erevceere rors 61.25 30.64 
2—New Jersey .........-.- 11:7.50 117.50 
INEZ NACid Ss wooo odoi 437.50 218.76 
INfoyadey (CeroVtin, 56 soqGomen 669.50 502.14 
Ohion seve eeesine senaelaileleers 337.35 309.32 
5—Pacific Northwest ..... 48.50 48.50 
Rennsyilvaraiautosiselernicistels 2,202.75 1,659.60 
3—Rocky Mountain ...... 25.00 25.00 
7—South Carolina ....... 389.00 389.00 
PREXaS Mecpnerels careers efosterotovels se 108.00 21,93 
Mir@iniicl, de ces aisiecerely sleleraters 306.25 229.71 
Wivece  Witkesboue, So odadc0000 32.50 30.75 
O=—WiiscOnsim 9). <\re ee cis + ore 49.00 49.00 
$6,186.00 $4,781.84 


Intermediate 
Billed Paid 
$4.50 $1.13 
10.00 

2.50 25 
12.80 6.40 

2.80 2.86 

9.90 4.96 
35.00 10.00 
11.30 11.30 
12.50 12.50 

5.00 2.50 

1.00 50 
42.00 42.00 
11.20 9.10 
12.50 12.50 

8.60 4.30 
35.00 35.00 
114.70 57.36 
84.20 63.15 
22.50 5.63 

5.50 5.50 
226.60 226.10 

3.00 3.00 
36.90 36.90 

7.40 4.50 
20.00 15.00 

4.00 4.00 
11.80 11.80 

$753.20 $590.43 


QUOTAS FOR THE NEW MISSIONARY 


AFRICA PROJECT 
October 3, 1939 


League Quota 
INOEthernin Galitontitaere detelesteteteterere $50.00 
Scuthern California ........ sooan  LSOS00) 
Columbia Wisthicieysirederesl ele D 65.00 
Gonnectiout “ce sticseieis caters wrelemtnereys 100.00 
Plot ate stesso nscenciosmie ssl emails) eee 50.00 
Georgia-Alabama cise siscir se cies 130.00 
MUG aS S Coe ersteyetalevere scars reoevst ey ehevatareie 330.00 
(Endiand geyrcrekcrersicisrstefere statistenesersreres 175.00 
MONA Dernier cfneievslausieletovetelaversteelerevare 125.00 
KoanSasherctsratshetens te iaisteiele sicierece sicnererte 140.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...........¢ 70.00 
Miary lands iva yeve syarcretovevs(etaxe)erere'e sions 520.00 
Michigarimerstssiemrierertere Revel ekeuerareienete 125.00 
IMA WeSEmae ee seteichsietey sretenslbrensrsvets ee 135.00 
Minnesota iiss aiajee.ste.s1e sus © farareere 115.00 
MISSISSIPPI yaaiste ste ieteletere Guattetahene toe 30.00 
Webra kara rir cleus serevoa) orelvissssteeie cere 100.00 
ING Wi JieESEy® “ea crsteneyele exe erete are ever ctors 195.00 
News EMOrlcO eisrcrsilerans oie rei activated 720.00 
North® Carolina nrrciste srcietetclsteyseiee 1,100.00 
bios ee renntiss ise aisnsietere ss ajattistereiere 555.00 
Pacific Northwest ...... ates! stern 90.00 
Perinsy vata ys see shelssscelersVove 3,630.00 
Rocky, Mountain (sie se sls clone oe 40.00 
South Garolimag cscs cc cleirlsteresverte 640.00 
MEAs yajereiey eve etaieleie7es sisters wletsie cose, 80500 
Wirciniamecterctsle siskoitetcterstcrs) sete ates 505.00 
West eV ir oitlia m crertersievoletewistereteisioxe 3 55.00 
WASCOMSIM Herctetetereleterrte ccelsisl'e erelsre 5 80.00 
Intermediate Rally ...... Btertieteiiste 
$10,200.00 


Paid 
Senior Inter. 


$25.00 


2.00 


15.00 


50.00 


4.00 


7.00 


$96.00 $7.00 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1 to September 30, 1939 


League 

Northern California 
Southern California 
Columbia District.. 
Connecticut 
Florida 
Georgia-Alabama 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Towa 
Kansas 
Kentucky-Tennessee 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Midwest 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Nebraska 
1—New Jersey .... 
New York 
North Carolina 
Ohio sae ete aiercre ss 
Pacific Northwest.. 
Pennsylvania 


2—Rocky Mountain 


South Carolina 
Texas 
Virginia 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Canada 
Special 


Total 
Quota Paid 
$25.00 
60.00 $30.00 
25.00 6.00 
35.00 15.00 
20.00 17.00 
55.00 28.00 
150.00 20.00 
65.00 23.00 
50.00 27.50 
70.00 42.50 
30.00 
220.00 177.00 
40.00 22.00 
40.00 10.00 
50.00 8.00 
10.00 
55.00 11.00 
90.00 112.00 
325.00 264.75 
370.00 118.10 
230.00 61.00 
25.00 21.00 
1,450.00 1,053.30 
15.00 18.50 
260.00 125.00 
60.00 7.00 
250.00 163.00 
35.00 12.00 
35.00 6.00 
8.00 
70.01 


2,476.72 


Alumni 
Gift 
Sust. Cont. Mem’! 
$5.00 $15.00 $10.00 
5.00 1.00 
10.00 5.00 
5.00 2.00 10.00 
10.00 3.00 15.00 
10.00 10.00 
10.00 13.00 
2.00 25.56 
28.50 4.00 10.00 
120.00 37.00 20.00 
22.00 
10.00 
5.00 3.00 
5.00 1.00 5.00 
55.00 42.00 15.00 
140.25 79.50 45.06 
80.00 23.10 15.00 
41.00 10.00 10.00 
20.00 1.00 
362.00 307.00 384.30 
5.00 13.50 
95.00 25.00 5.00 
2.00 5.00 
101.00 57.00 5.00 
5.00 2.00 5.00 
5.00 1.00 
5.00 3.00 
15.00 4.00 51.01 
$1,164.75 $661.10 $650.87 


HAVE YOU SEEN THE NEW 


Senior _Sopics 
Quarterly ? 


Full of Additional Topics Material 


Lists of Topics 


and Program 


Helps 


Reading Coutse, etc. 


Send for a Sample Copy Today 


LARGER SIZE 
MORE PAGES 


GREATER HELP 
FOR DEVOTIONALS 
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Last Call For Sustaining Memberships For 1939 


Have You Subscribed? If not, why not? 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
September, 1939 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 18 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 2 
Miss Velma Geiger 
Trinity Luther League, Longview 


CONNECTICUT, total 3 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 8 
Mrs. H. F. Blackstone, by St. Paul’s Intermediate Luther 
League, Savannah 
Harriet B. Eyler, by Ascension Senior Luther League, 
Savannah 


ILLINOIS, total 12 
FLORIDA, total 5 


INDIANA, total 8 
Miss Ruth Whittern 
Rev. J. L. Seng 
Rey. Wiltord C. Butt 
Rev. W. C. Zimmann 
Rev. R. H. Benting, D.D. 
Rev. J. D. Brosy 


IOWA, total 8 
Nola Berger 
Rev. Alfred J. Beil, by the Luther League of Iowa 


KANSAS, total 7 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


MARYLAND, total 65 

John LT. Loveless, Jr. 

Helen Blackman, by Luther League of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of Maryland 

Helen Mercer, by Luther League of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of Maryland 

Roland W. Renkel, by Luther League of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of Maryland 

St. John’s Luther League, Hagerstown 

Anna Wastler 

Adeline J. Anderson 

Rev. C. M. Huddle 

Lela B. Angleberger 

John Bittenbender 

Deane Magalis 

Harriet Engelbrecht 

Evelyn McCarney 

Mrs. J. Cecil Smith 


MICHIGAN, total 3 ae 
Executive Committee of Luther League of Michigan Synod 


MIDWEST, total 2 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Diller 
St. Paul’s Intermediate Luther League, Hooper 


MINNESOTA, total 4 
Leslie Swanson 


MISSISSIPPI 

NEBRASKA, total 3 

NEW JERSEY, total 56 
NEW YORK, total 107 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 41 


OHIO, total 19 
Luther League of Ohio 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 5 


PENNSYLVANIA, total 432 
Vance Stauffer 
Immanuel Senior Luther League, by Section ‘“‘C,” 
District 
Raymond Jasper 
Mrs. Raymond Jasper 
Rev. E. Martin Grove, D.D. 
First Intermediate Luther League, Johnstown 
Redeemer English Senior Luther League, Monaca 
Rev. Phares O. Reitz, by St. John’s Luther League, Berrysburg 
Herman C. Strickler 
Mrs. Elizabeth Weise 
Miss Betsy Cassidy, Memorialized by Wm. H, Patrick, Jr. 


Philadeiphia 


First Luther League, Windber 

Zion Senior Luther League, Wilmington 

Jacob Schaefer 

Robert Menges 

Rev. Francis R. Edwards. 
Wilkes-Barre 

Martha F. Mitsifer 

Marlan Frantz 

Kenneth G. Hildebrand 

Ruth Niemeyer 

Sue C. Kleibscheidel 

Holy Trinity Luther League, Bethlehem 

Rey. Ellwood Hauser 

Mrs. Ellwood Hauser 

Ann Stufft 

Johnstown District Luther Leaguers, Memorialized by J 
District Luther League 

Grace Lambert 

Arlene Dietrich 

Helen Dugan 

Holy Trinity Luther League, Jeannette 

H. C. Berlinger 

Bethany Luther League, Altoona 

Fourth Senior Luther League, Altoona 

Trinity Luther League, Juniata, Altoona 

William H. Eberts, by St. John’s Senior Luther League, Nazareth 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 9 
Louis Sass 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 41 
TEXAS, total 3 


by St. John’s Senior Luther League, 


hnstown 


VIRGINIA, total 78 


A Friend 

Rey. F. L. Roof 

Rev. J. A. Keisler, Jr. 

Winchester Conference Luther League 
Marion Luther League, Marion 

C. M. Speese 

Dr. J. Luther Sieber 

St. Peter’s Luther League, Wardensville 


WEST VIRGINIA, total 4 
Norma Gantz 
Rey. C. A. Portz, by West Virginia State and Synodical Luther 
League 


WISCONSIN, total 2 
CANADA, total 4 


Lu Qemoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 


as truly 


As in His Heaven 
— Whittier 


ACemorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Miss Betsy Cassidy 
Memorialized by Wm. H. Patrick, Jr., Philadelphia 


Johnstown District Luther Leaguers 
Memorialized by Johnstown District Luther League 


600 Stewards 
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Let us make November an 


outstanding month for 


SUSTAINING 
MEMBERSHIPS 


Your gifts help The Luther League of America 
to suStain its program 


Another month has passed and there are many 
Luther Leagues and Luther Leaguers who gave during 
1938 to the Sustaining Membership Fund who have not 
contributed so far in 1939. To carry on the extension 
work of The Luther League of America it is necessary 
that much of this money be received before January Ist. 

Many questions have been asked your Chairman as 
to how the money received for the Sustaining Member- 
ship Fund used in Luther League work. It is difficult 
to make an itemized list of how each dollar is spent 
that a Luther League or person gives but we are de- 
sirous of informing you that the money received from 
this Fund is used for Extension work such as getting 
our officers into the field in an endeavor to organize new 
Luther Leagues; to pay for pamphlets which are sent 
free to the Luther Leagues such as the Luther League 
Day Service, “Youth About The Father’s Business.” To 
issue and print these pamphlets you all realize costs 
money and in this case there were a number of applica- 
tions that had to be turned down because our supply be- 
came exhausted and we could not print more. The money 
is also used in helping to defray office expenses such as 
postage and general maintenance. 

We will appreciate it very much if any of the State 
Treasurers or Sustaining Membership Secretaries of 
State or Synodical Luther Leagues have any Sustaining 
Membership Fund money in their treasuries if they will 
send it as soon as possible to Headquarters so that the 
necessary credit can be given to the Luther Leagues con- 
tributing. 

Our Fund so far is below that which we received 
during the corresponding period in 1938 the difference 
being money received from Luther Leagues for Sustain- 
ing Memberships. Contributing and Gift Memberships 
are a little above that of last year during the same 
period. 

Lest you have forgotten, the Fund has several types 
of memberships, namely: 

Sustaining Membership, for your League, by paying 

$5.00 or more 

Contributing Membership, for yourself, by paying 

$1.00 

Alumni Membership, for former members, by pay- 

ing $5.00 or more 

Gift Membership for friends of the League or 

Leaguers, by paying $5.00 or more 

Memorial Memberships, for those who have passed 

on, by paying $5.00 or more 


Your Chairman wishes 
giving, 


you all a Happy Thanks- 


UNCLES PAT 
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THE POWERS THAT BE 

It is with heavy hearts that we in North America 
learn of the outbreak of hostilities in Europe. In both 
the United States and Canada the hope was cherished | 
until the news of September 1 made it vain that resort 
to war could be avoided. Among Christians there was 
unity of prayer to God that the destruction of life and 
property, of international amity and good will might be 
averted. Evidently the world must reap the harvest of 
the deceit, injustice and disobedience to God’s purposes 
which national and international policies and deeds have 
sown. Again war indicates the reality and continuance 
of the powers of evil. 

To the Lutherans in the United States and Canada 
the burden of disappointment and grief is the more 
heavy because millions of our fellow believers are in- 
volved. We know they as well as we see in war a 
product of the sin of the world, the effects of which are 
destructive of confidence in God, productive of fraternal 
hatreds and the cause of deep sorrow for both victor 
and vanquished. We are one with them in the prayer 
to God that the period of woe may be brief. 

Times such as these bring into the foreground of our 
thought and action our loyalty to government. We 
whose citizenship is in the United States receive and ac- 
cept the civic duties which citizenship in that nation 
places upon us; the government at Washington is the 
power to which we owe our individual allegiance. To 
an equal degree and by the same authority congregations 
of the U. L. C. A. in Canada recognize the civil authori- 
ties of the British Commonwealth of Nations as “the 
powers ordained of God for them.” 

But in the recognition of the civil power which our 
citizenship involves, we do not surrender our conscious- 
ness of the ties of faith in Christ. We will not permit 
the exigencies of war to destroy our sympathy for the 
suffering. We will continue in unity of prayer to our 
Lord Jesus Christ for those who are involved, and we 
will await with longing the return to peace among us. 

—Editorial in ‘‘The Lutheran” 


A GIVING PARTY 
Thanksgiving season is a time when we want to get 
together for a party. 
Time: Have your party on thanksgiving eve or it 
may be advisable to plan to have it Thanksgiving Day 
so that those who are away at college could be present. 


Place: At the home of any Leaguer or at your 
Church. 


Refreshments: Have you ever thought of giving 
your refreshments away rather than enjoying them your- 
selves? This time let’s give them away. Ask each of 
the Leaguers to bring a bag of fruit, candy, peanuts, etc. 


Entertainment: When the guests arrive have them 
cover boxes with crepe paper. (Give a prize to the group 
that covers the most attractive box.) Fill the boxes with 
the fruit. Now you are ready to scatter much cheer. Take 
all your Leaguers and the boxes of fruit and visit the 
needy homes in your community and leave the boxes 
of fruit. As your Leaguers go back to their homes you 
can be assured that they will have a better conception 
of the words of your Master when He said, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” 
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AA Layman Goes To Church 


(Charles V. Vickrey in “Religion and Welfare Recovery”’) 


I have just returned from Church. During July and 
August each year, five of our leading Protestant Churches 
unite in a single Sunday morning service. 


Today the weather was perfect. Few of our com- 
paratively prosperous and care-free citizens had any 
valid excuse for not attending Church services. The 
attendance this morning was the largest we have had 
at any time this summer—exactly eighty persons, count- 
ing the choir, organist, pastor and children for whom 
there is no Sunday School in summer time. 


A similar accurate count of the Episcopal and Chris- 
tian Science congregations (not included in the Union 
Services) show that the total attendance in all Protest- 
ant or non-Catholic Church services of our community 
this morning was less than 350 out of a Protestant Church 
membership of about 3,000 and a village population of 
more than 10,000. 


Ten years ago my wife and I carefully chose this 
highly favored suburban community for our home be- 
cause of its excellent Churches, popular pastors and good 
schools. It is commonly regarded as a dominantly Pro- 
testant community with seven exceptionally strong non- 
Catholic Churches. 


Today at the close of the Union Service I remarked 
to my wife that I should like to step into the Catholic 
Church on the way home. “No use to go out of your 
way for that,” she said, “the service will be over and 
the Church empty.” I nonetheless went to the Catholic 
Church and, far from finding it empty, found every 
one of the 340 regular sittings occupied—36 chairs had 
been carried into the aisles, 20 people were seated in the 
choir loft and about 50 were standing. And this was the 
fifth Mass of the day, each with the Church well-filled, 
and another Mass was to follow at 12:15 with probably 
an equally large over-flowing congregation. 

Conservatively estimated, there were from 1600 to 
2000 or more devout worshippers in one Catholic Church 
this morning as compared with only 80 at a Union Serv- 
ice of five leading Protestant Churches. This contrast 
of Church loyalties is not exceptional on this particular 
Sunday or community. In previous years I have made 
the same accurate counts and comparisons in this com- 
munity and similar studies in other communities. 


But we are told “our citizens are mostly well-to-do 
and get away to mountains, seashore, or Europe during 
the summer time.’ Do they? I took occasion this after- 
noon to stop at the ticket window of our local motion 
picture house. I had a pleasant chat with the assistant 
manager who obligingly consulted his official records and 
told me that at that moment he had 440 paid admissions 
in his theatre (more than five times the attendance at 
the free Union Service of five leading Churches). The 
manager explained that Sunday afternoon business was 
comparatively slow. He would have a larger audience 
later in the afternoon and in the evening and of course 
every afternoon and evening of the other six days of the 


week. I noticed that the subject for the Sunday film was 
“Good Girls Go To Paris.” 


Last summer I spent a Sunday at a seashore resort 
that had a summer population chiefly transient, of about 
10,000. I had some difficulty in finding anyone to direct 
our family to the one Union Church of the resort. On 


our way I saw people pouring into a well-built impressive 
Catholic Church. 


At the Union Service I found 82 people ministered 
to by a pastor from a city church who gave a month to 
this ministry as a part of his vacation. The Church was 
closed during the winter and the larger part of the year. 
Returning past the Catholic Church I entered, found the 
Church filled, and people standing at the fourth Mass 
for the day. In a later visit with the Catholic pastor i 
learned that he had from three to five such services each 
Sunday throughout the summer with an attendance aver- 
aging more than 1,000 and that his Church was never 
closed winter or summer. 


Why this disparity between the loyalties of Catholics 
and Protestants in the matter of Church attendance? 
Many reasons, of course, can bé given, but chief among 
them is the fact that the Catholic is taught that Church 
attendance is an obligation. The Protestant unfortunate- 
ly regards it as optional. 

The average Protestant Church member excuses 
himself by saying, “I don’t get anything out of Church.” 
“T don’t like the pastor,” or “the sermon doesn’t help 
me.” His conception of the Church and motivation for 
Church attendance is all wrong. Since when did Chris- 
tianity become a religion of selfish “‘getting?” Chris- 
tianity is preeminently a religion of giving. Christ gave 
His all. The farmer does not expect a harvest unless he 
has paid a price by hard plowing, sowing seed, cultiva- 
tion through the summer months, and exhausting work 
to garner the harvest. The average businessman has 
sense enough to know that he must not expect dividends 
if he has invested nothing. Many of our Church mem- 
bers resemble too closely the one who “dropped a nickel 
in the plate, then meekly raised his eyes, glad his weekly 
rent was paid, for a mansion in the skies.” Salvation and 
religion are said to be free but they are not as cheap 
as that. 


When the average layman realizes that he has first 
to make an investment of thought, prayer and money 
commensurate with that which the pastor makes he will 
find the sermon, the music, the ritual and atmosphere of 
the Church yielding rich dividends on his investment. 


Most businessmen and housewives pride themselves 
upon being good organizers, good salesmen, managers 
and go-getters. If these laymen would devote some of 
their boasted business genius for salesmanship to getting 
new members or promoting attendance at Church servy- 
ices, they would find new meaning and rich rewards in 
the Scripture, prayers, ritual, sermon, stained glass win- 
dows, music and message of the Church services. 
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WEST VIRGINIA SYNODICAL LUTHER LEAGUE 


THE NEW OFFICERS 

Standing in last row from left to right: Treasurer, Alfred 
Wagner, Grafton; Intermediate Secretary, Jim Fresh, Clarks- 
burg; Life Service Secretary, Fred Becker, Huntington. 

Middle Row, standing left to right: Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Katherine Strimer, Parkersburg; President, Carolyn 
Bartels, Wheeling, Edgewood; Recording Secretary, Mrs. 
David E. Kinsler, Parkersburg; Missionary Secretary, 
Margaret Greenwade, Keyser. 

Sitting in bottom row: Vice-President, Ruth Hamill, 
Huntington, and member of Executive Committee, Catherine 
Cline, Charleston. 


The Eleventh Annual Convention of the Synodical Luther League 
of West Virginia was formally opened by our President, Carolyn 
Bartels. Four new Leagues were taken into our Luther League 
family: Intermediate League of Parkersburg; Senior League, First 
English, Wheeling; Senior League, Trinity, Keyser; and Senior 
League, Bittinger, Maryland. This is a good increase for a small 
synod and we hope there will be more this coming year. 


Dr. P. M. Kinports, Executive Secretary of The Luther League 
of America, was with us and conducted our inspirational study 
groups. During the convention he emphasized the three main ob- 
jectives of The Luther League of America. Education as the first 
objective convinced us of the following points: (1) win souls for 
Christ, (2) stimulate and develop spiritual life of those who are 
Christians, (3) give opportunity for Christian reading, (4) provide 
spiritual fellowship,, (5) increase devotional reading, (6) encour- 
age work in Church, (7) encourage mission work. 


In his second study session Dr. Kinports conducted a study on 
the “Aims of Life Service,’ with the following thoughts brought 
out: (1) create an appreciation of the value of life, (2) God-planned 
life, (3) inspire those with proper talents for full time service. 


Dr. Kinports concluded his discussion periods with ‘Building 
Through the Missionary Department.” He suggested methods of 
making missionary topics more interesting for our young people. 
The suggestion was given that our mission objectives should be 
educational as a first purpose and financial second. lr: we learn of 
the people and their customs, the financial will take care of itself. 


We were very fortunate in having in our midst several notables 
of our United Lutheran Church. The young people were very much 
honored and inspired to have our beloved President of The United 
Lutheran Church in America address us at one of our sessions. Dr. 
Barbara DeRemer, Medical Missionary to India, talked to the 
League concerning her work in that country. And of course, we 
haven’t forgotten that our own Executive Secretary and his family 
come in this class and were much appreciated at our convention. 


The iollowing officers were elected for the coming year: Presi- 
dent, Carolyn Bartels, Wheeling; Vice-President, Ruth Hamill, Hunt- 
ington; Secretary, Mrs. David Kinsler, Parkersburg; Treasurer, 
Alfred Wagner, Grafton; Corresponding Secretary, Katherine Strimer, 
Parkersburg. Members-at-Large: Executive Committee, Urilla 
Schmidt, Keyser and Catherine Cline, Charleston. The President 
appointed the following Secretaries: Educational, Norma Gantz, Fair- 
mont; Missionary, Margaret Greenwade, Keyser; Life Service, Fred 
Becker, Huntington; Intermediate, James Fresh, Clarksburg. 


An interesting combined meeting was held with the Women’s 
Missionary Society where we witnessed a demonstration meeting of 
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The Children of the Church, conducted by the Clarksburg delega- 
tion. In connection with this meeting Dr. Kinports answered ques- 
tions about this program and reminded the League that their assist- 
ance was valuable. 

There were seven West Virginia Hill-billies who attended the 
National Luther League convention at Long Beach, California. A 
detailed report of this meeting was given by the official delegate, 
Mrs. David Kinsler and at one of the evening sessions moving pic- 
tures of this convention were shown. 

The days spent in convention were very inspirational and af- 
forded us the zeal to renew our efforts in making our local Leagues 
carry out the purpose for which they exist: Save to Serve and Serve 
to Save. 

MRS. DAVID E. KINSLER 
Recording Secretary 


MARYLAND LUTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION 
September 2, 3, 4, 1939 

Gettysburg College was the scene of unusual Labor Day week- 
end activity when the Maryland Luther Leaguers convened there for 
their 18th Amnual Convention. 

Saturday afternoon was devoted to registration and also to soft- 
ball games between the various districts. Saturday evening Western 
District Luther Ieague held a well-planned party at the Women’s 
Dormitory, where everyone had an opportunity of greeting old ac- 
quaintances and making new ones. 

The theme, “Study To Show Thyself Approved Unto God,” was 
carried out during the various Convention sessions. Dr. Henry 
W. A. Hanson, President of Gettysburg College, presented the first 
subject, “Study Yourself,’ Sunday morning, at Christ Lutheran 
Church, 

Discussion groups Sunday afternoon proved extremely interesting ; 
the four subjects dealt with economics, the Church, government, and 
the individual. Dr. Raymond J. Seeger led the discussion on ‘‘Co- 
operation or Competition; Rev. L. Ralph Tabor, ‘Christ or 
Chaos;”” Rev. Dwight F. Putman, “Is Democracy a Failure?” and 
Mr. Donaid R. Heiges, ‘‘Christian Creativeness.’”? All these dis- 
cussions were continued Monday afternoon. 


A conducted tour of the Gettysburg Battlefield was a treat to 
those delegates who had never had the opportunity of seeing the 
battlefield, as well as to those who had visited this historic place. 


Following a Fellowship Supper at St. James Lutheran Church, 
Rey. S. White Rhyne, of the Parish and Church School Board of 
the U. L. C. A., presented the second step in our theme, ‘Study 
People.” 

Dr. A. Ross Wentz, Gettysburg Seminary, speaking on the third 
subject, ‘Study Facts and Progress Made,”’ during the Sunday even- 
ing service at Christ Lutheran Church, wove together dates and facts 
of the history of the Lutheran Church in America in a clever 
presentation. 

Convention business got well under way Monday morning in the 
Chapel, with President F. William Schmitt presiding. Various reports 
were read and accepted. Past Presidents Roland Renkel, Fred Entler 
and Fred Heist spoke briefly. Greetings were read from National Presi- 
dent Alvin Schaediger and also from the Illinois State Luther League, 
also in convention this week-end. 


Officers for the coming year, unanimously elected, are: Presi- 
dent, F. William Schmitt; Vice-President, James Taylor; Recording 
Secretary, Frances Miller; Corresponding Secretary, Ruth Black- 
burn; Treasurer, Robert Reynolds. W. Fred Mowen was elected 
Member-at-Large, succeeding Roland Renkel, resigned. 


Quiet Moments, which preceded several sessions, were conducted 
by Rev. Reginald W. Deitz and Rev. J. Harold Mumper, and the 
subjects were, in order named, “Stop,’’ ‘“Look,”’ “Listen,” ‘Go.’ 


Rev. Donald G. Miller continued the convention theme by speak- 
ing on “Study the Bible,’”? Monday afternoon. 


Officers were installed at an impressive Candlelight Service, Mon- 
day evening. Following this service, the group adjourned to St. 
James Lutheran Church where the convention banquet was served. 


Dr. Gould Wickey, Executive Secretary, Board of Education, 
U. L. C. A., presented the final address, “A Workman.” 


A real highlight of the convention was the group singing led 
by Mr. William H. Patrick, Jr., affectionately dubbed “Uncle Pat,’ 
who is Treasurer of The Luther League of America. 


Many people attending felt that this was the best convention 
we have had. Certainly the spirit was excellent and enthusiasm 
high. A total of 201 were registered. 


Resolutions Adopted at Convention 


I. With sincerity and constant faith in Jesus Christ, we re- 
solve to build our life around the person, program and power that 
comes from Him, 


II. With a full sense of our relationship to each other and to 
all people, we resolve to know God as the Father of mankind and to 
follow the great commandment of Love. 


III. In the face of current events, we resolve to keep as the 
source of our courage the declaration, “I have overcome the world.” 
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} IV. In obedience to the message, ‘Go and tell,’ we resolve to 
bring to our brothers the life and love of Jesus Christ. 


Since it is our conviction that Christian living can fully take 
place only in a state of peace, and that the existing war among great 
nations is a menace to our national peace through propaganda, pro- 
vocative incidents, our national desire for profits, and our national 
pride, we may not become participants in armed conflict. 

We resolve: 


1. To remember that we are at peace with the nations, There- 
fore, regardless of our sympathies, we guard our conduct and speech 
in such ways that they work for peace. 


2. That the government of the United States of America should 
exert every effort to maintain the peace of our country and to 
promote peace in the world. 


3. That Luther Leagues and individuals who are in accord 
with this statement express their convictions by writing their Con- 
gressmen and Senators. 

HELEN L. BLACKMAN 


PENNSYLVANIA 


A series of stimulating conferences were held at Hershey Com- 
munity Building the weekend of September 9 and 10, with practical- 
ly all District Presidents and Executive Committee members in at- 
tendance. The occasion was the annual Presidents’ Conference which 
was presided over so ably by Kenneth W. Dry, President of the 
Luther League of Pennsylvania. Many ideas were exchanged, prob- 
lems discussed and possible solutions offered. Every departmental 
secretary presented forthcoming plans for the extension of the 
Luther League program. While there was a subdued feeling to be 
noted in the “good-byes’’ at close of sessions (since this conference 
brought together the leaders in the Luther League of Pennsylvania 
for the last time), the vision of greater things to come in League 
work did much to restore the joyousness prevalent throughout the 
meetings. 


In and about the state we note that District Conventions were 
held September 30 in the Berks District at Hill Church, Boyertown, 
R. D., and in Johnstown District at the Lutheran Church of Jerome. 
The theme for this latter convention was ‘‘Christians Leagued To- 
gether,” with Dr. H. D. Hoover of Gettysburg Seminary as the 
speaker at the evening session. Rey. Ralph I. Shockey, pastor of 
First Lutheran Church, Windber, was Convention Chaplain. Morn- 
ing sessions were given over to devotions, presentations of Honor 
Roll Certificates and Intermediate Awards, and Round Table Dis- 
cussions. Business and departmental presentations covered most of 
the afternoon session. At 6 P. M. a Banquet was held, followed by 
the evening session which was brought to a close with a candlelight 
installation service. Miss Margaret Payerchin of the Johnstown 
District is entering the diaconate at the Mary J. Drexel Mother- 
house in Philadelphia. 

Harrisburg—A conference for officers, departmental secretaries 
and intermediate superintendents was held September 19th in Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Harrisburg. This conference was preceded with 
a dinner meeting. The Fall Rally of the Harrisburg District was 
held September 26th in St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Middletown. 
Rev. H. L. Saul of First Lutheran Church, Carlisle, was the speaker. 


Allentown—Following a practice of the past few years, Luther 
Leaguers of the District had a combined Luther League Day Ves- 
pers in Grace Lutheran Church, Bethlehem. Rev. Howard Worth of 
the host church served as Chaplain. Rev. Ray F. Anderson, pastor 
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, was the guest speaker. 
These combined services have always proven successful and have been 
attended by Leaguers numbering anywhere from 300 to 700. 


York—The 20th annual Banquet of the York District was held 
September 26th in St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, York, with Dr. 
Charles B. Foelsch of Sunbury, present as the guest speaker. Plans 
are made for District affairs for each of the ensuing months of this 
year and will include a Presidents’ Dinner Conference, a District 
Convention and a Watch Night Service. 


In line with recommendations approved at the York Convention 
to have the Luther League of Pennsylvania become synodically or- 
ganized, the group of Leaguers comprising the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania and Adjacent States had their organization meeting on 
Saturday, September 16th, in St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Philadel- 
phia, Rey. Charles E. Keim, pastor. A constitution was adopted, a 
motion was made to apply for membership in The Luther League of 
America, and the following officers were elected : President, Earl C. 
Punchard, Philadelphia Conference; First Vice-President, Kenneth 
Hildebrand, Wilkes-Barre Conference; Second Vice-President, Luther 
Killian, Lancaster Conference; Recording Secretary, Miss Viola Wilt 
of the Danville Conference; Assistant Recording Secretary, Miss 
Doris Peoples of the New Jersey Conference; and Treasurer, James 
Houseberg of the Allentown Conference. The Luther League of 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent States will go into 
effect January 1, 1940. 

Both Central Pennsylvania Synod and Pittsburgh Synod are 
taking steps to effect similar organization in the near future. 

ANNA M. SCHLEGEL . 
Publicity Chairman, Luther League of Pennsylvania 
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THE ILLINOIS LUTHER LEAGUE 


From all parts of illinois, and a few places in Iowa, Young 
Folks came in large numbers to share the grand hospitality of the 
Greater St. Louis District, while attending the 45th annual con- 
vention of the Illinois Luther League, at Faith Lutheran Church, 
St. Louis, Rev. Alfred L. Grewe, Pastor, September Ist to 4th. 
The public press did their part to make us feel at home. The St. 
Louis Globe-Democrat had this caption, ‘Lutheran Leagues” meet 
here in convention. The first part of the column dealt with the 
Illinois Luther League and its convention, while the second half was 
given to the Walther League, Missouri Synod. This was interesting, 
and more so when it happened in St. Louis. Our convention felici- 


tated them and we are hopeful of hearing from them, perhaps at our 
next convention. 


The Host Church and St. Louis 


To go to St. Louis is to step into the arms of hospitality. The 
first impression we gained upon arriving at Faith Lutheran Church 
was that Pastor Grewe and his corps of workers, young and old, 
had done heroic work to assure our comfort and well-being while their 
guests. We recalled how well the Illinois Synod was entertained 
in that Church in 1936. The motto, ‘“‘We Back Our Pastor 100%” 
still hangs in the Parish House, and continues to work. We com- 
mend two young men of the Greater St. Louis District, John Dame- 
ron and Henry F. Neal, Co-Chairmen of the General Convention 
Committee and their fine corps of helpers; for the way in which they 
had prepared for and how they handled the convention. Then we 
realize what it meant to have more than six hundred cared for in 
the homes. They did valiantly. We have nothing but praise for 
their fine spirit of hospitality. The manner in which they sought 
to make us feel at home, by special entertainments, parties and a 
bus trip around St. Louis to points of interest. The conveniences at 
the Church, with a will to serve our needs, was much cause for 
thanksgiving. Faith Church does things in a big way. They gave 
us a complete check-up on attendance. There were 423 registrations 
—322 at the Saturday luncheon and 435 at the Saturday evening 
banquet, with nearly a hundred who could not be served, but who 
were there for the program. 


Leaders and Speakers 


One can easily say that the St. Louis convention was the 
greatest in the history of our Illinois Luther League. The reason for 
this is, the conventions of past years have paved the way; we are 
beginning to see some fruit of past efforts. The leadership of our 
Illinois Luther League is of the best. In particular do we recognize 
the fine consecrated spirit of our President, Gerald S. Powers, of 
Mt. Morris. His ability as a leader among our Young Folks has 
been in evidence for several years. We are happy indeed to say that 
he was re-elected to the office of President. Another good brother, 
who has done much for the cause of the Illinois Luther League is 
Rev. K. Bruno Neumann, of Arenzville. He, too, was re-elected as 
Treasurer. Pastor Neumann has been a helpful adviser in so many 
ways. The other leaders that make up the leadership are: Robert 
Salzgeber, Recording Secretary; Mrs. Harold Taft, Executive Sec- 
retary; Mrs. William MHallen, Educational Secretary; Henry F. 
Neal, Intermediate Secretary; Miss Gladys Kjellen, Recreational Sec- 
retary; Miss Helen Foley, Life Service Secretary; Miss Erma Soed- 
der, Missionary Secretary; John Dameron, Promotional Secretary. 
This fine corps of officers gives a good idea of the success of the 
Illinois Luther League. 


The convention program was of 
challenging, ‘‘Strengthen Thy Stakes.” The speakers had been se- 
lected for their ability as inspirational speakers, and also their 
sympathetic understanding of young folks. The convention Chaplain, 
Rev. Roland G. Reichmann, gave three helpful sermons: “‘Strengthen 
Thy Stakes, Through Worship,’”? which was the Holy Communion 
sermon; ‘Strengthen Thy Stakes, Through Family Worship,” and 
“Strengthen Thy Stakes, Through Prayer.’’ Each sermon was a 
distinct challenge to the young people to make application to their 
own lives of this great theme. The banquet speaker was our beloved 
friend, Dr. Andreas Bard, Pastor of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
Kansas City, Missouri. His address, ‘“‘Sources of Strength,’ still 
rings in our minds. It was filled with a strong appeal, flavored with 
the Gospel, and spiced with good wit and humor, The service on 
Sunday morning brought us added joy and comfort. Pastor A. L. 
Grewe, preached the sermon on “Strength Through Submission,” 
which added to lengthening our cords and strengthening our stakes. 
Sunday evening the sermon was preached by Rev. Harmon McGuire, 
Pastor of First Church, St. Joseph, Missouri, on “Strength Through 
Service.’ Another challenge, that we learn by doing. The closing 
address on Monday morning was given by Rey. Lyman H. Grimes, 
of Centralia, on “From Strength To Strength.” It was a fitting 
climax to all the thoughts and meditations on the theme, ‘“‘Strengthen 
Thy Stakes.” 

On Saturday afternoon, informal discussion was held by three 
groups, called Luther League workshops. Local Presidents, directed 
by Rev. Frederick H,. Bloch, Oklahoma City; Program Building, 
directed by Mrs. Marie Hallen and Henry F, Neal; Living Missions, 
directed by Rev. Arnold Kaitschuk. The special music during the 
convention by Faith Choir end Organmaster, Ernst Hares, and the 
Convention Choir was a treat and an inspiration. ; 


the best. The theme was 
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League Activities 

The Business sessions were conducted with dignity and dispatch 
Each item on the agenda was cared for in a fine spirit. The objective 
for the past year had not reached the goal, but it didn’t take long 
to wet it there. This objective was a Revolving Scholarship Fund for 
Carthage College of $1,000, and was presented to Dr. R. G. Schulz, 
President of Carthage College, by President Powers. The Objective 
for 1939 and 1940 is the erection of a Boy’s School Building m 
Liberia, Africa, by the Luther League of America, and the Illinois 
Luther League accepted its quota for this of $330. The reports by 
the officers showed much devotion to duty and consecration to the 
Lord’s work, During the convention the Greater St. Louis District 
issued a daily convention Herald, which was weli-edited. The con- 
vention ordered the publication of the Herald continued; six issues 
are published each year. We are already looking forward to next 
year’s convention, when St. John’s Church, Sterling, and the Nor- 
thern District will be our host. 


Our Young People 
One should indeed be remiss, if some words were not said in 
commendation of our young people. They came, attended to busi- 
ness, they worshipped and they had real joy through fellowship. As 
Dr. Armin G. Weng, President of the Illinois Synod, said: Caiisie 
conduct of the young people during the Communion Service and ail 
other services was real commendable.”’ This fine sp‘rit pervaded their 
social gatherings at the Church and at other places. This is cer- 
tainly a far cry from those statements that our youth is losing its 
interest in the Church and its work. 
Hats off to St. Louis District and all who made our stay so 
pleasant and profitable. Thanks to all. 
REV. EDWIN J. JOHNSON, Reporter 


VIRGINIA 


The annual Roanoke Conference Officer’s Training Institute was 
held at Crockett Springs, September 9, 10, with approximately forty 
energetic Luther Leaguers present. “Growing in Knowledge” was the 
theme around which this program was centered and “Jesus Still Lead 
On” was used as the convention hymn. 

Saturday evening’s main attraction was a Birthday Party cele- 
brating the Fifteenth Anniversary of the Roanoke Conference. Fran- 
ces Jonas, Margaret Stoutamire and Lewis Bowers arranged a de- 
lightful series of games, contests, and group singing through which 
the Leaguers grew in knowledge of friendsh.p. Everyone was sur- 
prised by the sudden appearance of a birthday cake and punch. At 
this time Conference President Gladys Ruble was presented a gift. 


On Sunday, a morning watch was led by Pauline Shaly, of Vir- 
ginia Heights Church, using as her topic, “Growing in Knowledge of 
Nature.” 

The Sunday School lesson was taught by Vivian Cronk, of Col- 
lege Church, Salem, after which the main theme was resumed. 
Isabelle Sprinkle, of Wheatland Church, spoke, stressing ‘‘Growing 
in Knowledge of Stewardship.” The remaining part of the morning 
and the afternoon session was taken up by the presentation of the 
duties of the officers and secretaries. Edith Richardson, Synodical 
President, led a discussion on League problems. 


MILDRED WILLIAMSON, Repotrer 


OHIO 
43rd Annual Convention 


The 43rd Annual Convention of the Luther League of the Synod 
of Ohio was held at Mansfield, September 1-3, 1939. The theme of 
the convention was ‘“‘Winning Losers.’”’ The opening session was 
held on Friday at 8 o’clock, which was preceded by registration 
period and lunch. This was the largest attendance we ever had at 
our Synodical Conventions. Rev. Otto Mees, D.D., President of 
Capital University, gave the opening address. He talked on the 
first part of the theme, “In Preparation.’”’ The second session was 
held at 8:30 o’clock on Saturday morning. Rev. Joseph Sittler, D.D., 
President of the Synod of Ohio, gave us some helpful thoughts dur- 
ing the meditation period he led, Following the meditation period was 
the business meeting at which time the reports of the officers were 
read and accepted. The following officers gave reports: President, 
Director of Education and Young People’s Work, Recording Secre- 
tary, Sustaining Membership Secretary, Educational Secretary and 
Treasurer, 


The following persons were elected to office for the following 
year: President, Andrew Dropko, Lorain; Vice-President, Robert 
Fry, Toledo; Secretary, Elizabeth Renz, Beach City; Treasurer, Faye 
Kughler, Stonecreek; Executive Committee, Rey. Frank Secrist, Day- 
ton; and Harold Lange, Akron, 


Reports of the National Convention were given by four of the 
ten delegates that attended the convention at Long Beach. Alvin 
H. Schaediger, President of The Luther League of America, gave 
the presentation of The Luther League of America to the convention. 
Mr, Schaediger also taught the Sunday School Class on Sunday 

morning. Over 300 young people came to hear him.,. 
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There was no session scheduled for Saturday afternoon, so the 
Leaguers were free to do as they wished. Luncheon was served at 
Liberty Park where we heard some reports and Mr. Schaediger’s 
version of the trip to Long Beach and return by the way of the 
Luther League Special. 

The third session of the convention was a banquet held in the 
basement of the First Lutheran Church. The toastmaster was John 
Linsenmayer, of Mansfield. The participants in the Declamation Con- 
test on the theme, “Winning Losers,’ gave their talks. The four 
Conference winners were: Central, Delores Lorentz; Southern, Mary 
Jane Velzy; Eastern, Dorothy Phillips; and Western, Robert Cox. 
Dorothy Phillips won first prize. Mr. Linsenmayer then presented 
the Parade of Talent. Everyone enjoyed a well-arranged banquet 
where hilarity and jokes prevailed. 

The fourth session was held on Sunday morning at the regular 
worship service held at First Church. Over 1,000 persons attended 
this session to hear Rev. G. E. Swoyer, D.D., talk on the second 
part of the theme, ‘““Winning Losers in the Race.” After lunch there 
was time given to the four Conferences to meet and hold their own 
business and election of officers. 

The fifth and last session of the convention was held Sunday at- 
ternoon at 3 o’clock. Rev. Gould Wickey, D.D., Executive Secretary 
of the Board of Education of The United Lutheran Church in 
America, gave the last part of the theme, ‘“‘Winning Losers Awarded.” 
Also the newly-elected officers were installed and the dedication of 
crosses on the Life Service Flag were on the program of the closing 
session. 

Our convention was very inspirational and educational. Rezis- 
tration of delegates and visitors was 380. Everyone is looking ior- 
ward to meet again in convention at Dayton in 1940. 


Canton-Youngstown Federation of Eastern Conference is plan- 
ning to hold their next meeting at New Springfield, on September 
24. Reports of both State and National convention will be given. 
The program calls for the opening session to begin at 3 o’clock. 


Ninety-six members. and friends of the Stovertown Luther 
League and the newly-formed League of Philo met at Cutler Lake. 
The afternoon was turned over to sports and swimming. Immedi- 
ately following supper, Vesper Services were held on the hillside. 
The topic, ‘‘God’s Great Outdoors,’ blended into the setting. Helen 
Swingle and Ada Showers led in the devotions. 

HAROLD LANGE 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF THE MICHIGAN SYNOD 


The Fifth Annual Convention of the Luther League of the 
Michigan Synod was held at ‘‘Waldenwoods,” a beautiful site near 
Hartland, which borders a lovely lake and furnishes opportunity for 
real recreation of both mind and body. 


The Convention officially began at 7:00 on Saturday evening, 
September 2, at which time registration of the delegates and visitors 
took place, as well as the assignment of rooms. When these duties 
were over, the get-acquainted social hour arrested our attention and 
by means of very lively games and relays put the Leaguers in a 
fine spirit of good fellowship toward one another. At 10:00, which 
is the “official” hour for retiring, we were given do’s and dont’s’ 
and other instructions for the remainder of our stay. 


Sunday morning greeted us with a beautiful sunrise and late 
summer warmth when we arose for the 6:30 Sunrise Communion 
Service, Rev. C. F. Stickles, President of this Synod, was the 
speaker and was assisted in this service by Rev. Wm. Makley. The 
theme of. our Convention was “Time For Christ,’ and Rev. Stickles 
presented in his sermon “The Best Use of Time.’? After this very 
inspiring service which furnished much of the spiritual food we 
Leaguers received from this convention, breakfast furnished the 
material nourishment. 


Following the Bible Study Hour, conducted by Harold Sundberg, 
and a discussion period of Luther League problems, all of us went 
into Hartland, a town well-known all over the country for its many 
beautiful crafts, where we visited two of the shops and viewed the 
lovely linens, etc., and saw the looms and instruments used in this 
work which is becoming more and more popular. 


Our Chaplain, Rev. Kotter, of Olivet Church, Detroit, was in 
charge of the devotional hour Sunday afternoon and also spoke on 
Inner Missions, in behalf of the Board of Social Missions of the 
United Lutheran Church. The free time in the afternoon, and 
whenever available, was spent in swimming, boating, baseball, tennis, 
ping pong, and general fun. 


' Sunday evening the Michigan Leaguers had the privilege of hav- 
ing as their speaker the mewly-elected President of The Luther 
League of America, Alvin H. Schaediger. Mr. Schaediger first 
brought greetings from National and the Ohio League, from whose 
convention he just came, and discussed some of the outstanding re- 
sults or conclusions of the National Convention at Long Beach. 
From the illustration of the wheel which Mr. Schaediger used in ex- 
plaining the work of the Luther League, we of Michigan, learned 
that while some of the ‘“‘patches’”” we have put on the tire are pretty © 
good and strong, there are others which we have affixed which are 
not so good. However, judging from the remarks of all who heard 
our President, and the enthusiasm with which he filled us, we hope 
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all Michigan ‘“‘patches’” will be the very best and strongest from 


now on that we can possibly apply to our wheel— 
ute ply wheel—The Luther League 


7 Because Mr. Schaediger had to leave again Sunday evening in 
order to attend a banquet in his honor at New Jersey, it was neces- 
sary that the two parts of our program in which he was the 
speaker, be conducted consecutively. Therefore, at this same time 
(after a brief pause) Mr. Schaediger was again introduced as the 
speaker of the evening, his theme being “Time For Christ In My 
Church Life.” It is somewhat rare that a layman is able to inspire 
a group such as this young man did, and perhaps unknowingly he 
has influenced many of us in decisions concerning League and Church 
work, 

Following this service, the group met at the campfire where we 
sang familiar and favorite hymns before going to our rooms in 
Sunshine and Friendship dormitories. 


; Monday morning, somewhat cooler and damper than Sunday, 
took us into a business session following the morning devotional 
period. All business on hand was favorably handled and the recom- 
mendations of the Executive Committee, as well as all reports of 
the officers and departmental secretaries were accepted. The election 
oi the synodical officers took place at this session and resulted in 
the following persons being elected: President, Alfred Wagner, Ann 
Arbor; Vice-President, Edward Wiggert, Detroit; Recording Secre- 
tary. Evelyn Dykstra, Kalamazoo; Treasurer, Dorothy Ahlgren, De- 
troit; Corresponding Secretary, Jane Gunderman, Flint; Lay Member, 
Cleon Wellington, Three Rivers. 


Monday afternoon found us again privileged in having an out- 
sianding speaker with us. He was Rev. Henry H. Bagger, D.D.. 
President of the Pittsburgh Synod and a member of the Executive 
Board of the United Lutheran Church in America, as well as being 
affiliated with several other bodies of the United Lutheran Church 
in America. Dr. Bagger’s theme was “‘Time For Christ In My Every- 
day Life.” It is apparent that most of us don’t realize how much 
time we do have and can have for Christ in our daily lives if we 
only use it in that way and for His service. 

Our Convention came to a fitting close after supper on Monday 
evening, by means of the installation of officers, which was done 
by Rey. Stickles, and the singing of the Luther League Rally Hymn 
and a closing prayer. Our time at Waldenwoods was up at 7:00, 
so goodbyes were regretfully said and once more we departed for 
our homes, full of inspiration and enthusiasm, which we hope will 
become apparent in our work in our local Leagues and Churches, as 
well as in ourselves. 

DOROTHY AHLGREN 
Corresponding Secretary, Michigan Synod Luther League 


NEW YORK 


Greetings to Luther Leaguers everywhere from the Leaguers of 
the Empire State. The end of summer finds the Leaguers from the 
various parts of the state looking back upon pleasant days spent at 
summer conferences and leadership schcols. 


Silver Bay 


Although the Lutheran Leadership Training School at Silver 
Bay-on-Lake George from July 29 to August 4 was not wholly a 
Luther League project, there were many Leaguers in attendance 
and Luther League activity played an important part in the pro- 
gram. 

On Saturday and Sunday, July 29 and 30, the Eastern District 
sponsored a “Luther League Weekend.” The program opened with 
a brief devotional service late Saturday afternoon. Sister Anna 
Ebert, of Philadelphia, who was to have led the service, was unable 
to attend because of an automobile accident while enroute. On Satur- 
day evening, Dr. Paul M. Kinports, addressed the Leaguers, stress- 
ing the need of an enlightened laity for the upbuilding of the Luther 
League program and the interesting of others. On Saturday night. 
Eastern District Leaguers conducted a fellowship get-together and 
served refreshments. 

The week-end program was concluded on Sunday afternoon when 
Rev. Russell Auman, of Scarsdale, addressed the Leaguers on “Life 
As a Game,” stating that “He who would succeed must learn the 
rules, one must obey the written and unwritten rules, and they who 
obey the rules will win out in the end.” 

The services on Saturday and Sunday were led by the Eastern 
District President, William Hammann. 

On Monday through Friday mornings, the Young People’s Period 
was Jed by Dr. Kinports, who presented The Luther League of 
America program and discussed its aims in Education, Missions and 
Life Service. These sessions were well-attended and proved to be 
very interesting and helpful. On Thursday evening moving pictures 
of the National Convention at Long Beach were shown. 

Dunkirk 

The discussion theme, “Twentieth Century Sundays,’ headed 
the program of Western District’s Sixth Annual Summer Confer- 
ence at Dunkirk, on Lake Erie, August 19 and 20. Almost 100 at- 
tended the Conference and took active part in the discussion theme 
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which was divided into three “Worship,” and 


“Whoopee.” 


At the Saturday evening session in the woodland chapel, with 
Lake Erie as a background, Rev. W. Fairman, assistant pastor of 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Buffalo, spoke of the large element 
he designated as ‘Sabbath whoopee-makers.”’ 


“Work,” 


parts: 


Those habitually making Sunday a workday were discussed at 
the Sunday morning session by Hubert Henrich, of Concordia 
Lutheran Church, Buffalo. The Conference group attended 11 o’clock 
morning service at Grace Lutheran Church, Dunkirk. A_ special 
sermon was preached by the pastor, Rev. John F. Dimpfl, Dean of 
the Conference. 


Sunday as a day of worship and reverential observances was dis- 
cussed by Rev. Hugo Dressler, pastor of Atonement Lutheran 
Church, Buffalo, at closirig conference session on Sunday afternoon, 


In addition to the sessions a huge camp-fire in the woods near- 
by joined the Leaguers closer together with their songs and stunts, 
and was followed by a wiener roast and marshmallow toasting. 


The Conference was larger and better than ever before and was 
very ably worked out by Hubert Henrich, the chairman, and his 
committee. 

—Harold E. Kattman 


Rhinebeck District 
The Summer Rally was held in Manorton the latter part of June. 
The meeting opened with games for both boys and girls including 
volley ball, horseshoes and softball. Lollypops were awarded to each 
of the members of the winning teams. Pastor Frenzen, Poughkeepsie, 
won the pie-eating contest. A buffet supper was served by the 
ladies of the Church. After the supper the Devotional Service was 
conducted out-of-doors with the members of different Leagues taking 
part. The officers which were elected at the Spring Rally were in- 
stalled and are as follows: President, Thayer Shook, Hudson; Vice- 
President, Hugo Pruter, Poughkeepsie; Recording Secretary, Mrs. 
Elmer Jones; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Lillian Rowe, Chatham; 
and Treasurer, Miss Dorothy Traupel, Poughkeepsie. 
Ancram won the gold cup at Niagara Falls by having the largest 
percentage of members in attendance from a local League. 


The State President, Donald Bautz, visited in Poughkeepsie one 
Sunday in June. The purpose of this visit was to get acquainted 
with the Leaguers of Rhinebeck District and to look over the city 
where the next state convention will be held. Because of the Presi- 
dent’s visit, a good representation of the District was on hand. 

Rhinebeck District won the State Publicity Contest at the Niagara 
Falls Convention. Much credit is due to the Editor of ‘“Rhinemist,” 


Miss Lillian Rowe. 
—Helen I. Curry 


Eastern District 


First Lutheran Church Senior Luther League celebrated its 50tn 
Anniversary on Monday Evening, September 18. Rey. Harold S. 
Miller, State President from 1921 to 1923, was the principal speaker. 
The Luther League of America was represented by Howard L. 
Logan, Chairman of the Ways and Means Committee. 


Presidents’ Conference 


As a conclusion to summer activity and to plan for the year 
ahead, the eleven District Presidents and the Executive Committee 
of the Lutker League of New York State met in Albany on Satur- 
day and Sunday, September 16 and 17. 

The program was opened on Saturday afternoon in the Friend- 
ship House of First Lutheran Church with a brief Devotional led by 
Howard L. Logan. The afternoon was spent in discussion of prob- 
lems encountered in the Districts and the Secertaries and Officers 
presented their plans for the coming year. The session was led by 
State President, Donald F. Bautz of Buffalo. 


After an enjoyable evening meal together the program was con- 
tinued at the Friendship House with a fellowship get-together under 
the direction of Mrs. George C. Ackerly, of Rensselaer. The program 
proved quite entertaining with our President being an undignified 
“flat tire’? and several others being equally undignified as a horse, 
airplane passengers and over-the-rail boat travelers. 


On Sunday morning Matins were attended at First Lutheran 
Church with the Pastor, Dr. Chalmers Frontz, delivering the sermon. 
After Matins, the program was continued at the Wellington Hotel 
with a busy day-long Executive Meeting that was only interrupted by 
dinner. Reports were given by the various secretaries, committees 
were appointed, and many plans for the coming year were made. 


The secretaries for 1939-1940 as appointed by President Bautz, 
are: Life Service, Howard L. Logan, Albany; Representative, The 
Children of the Church, Miss Anna C. Fritz, Queens Village, L. I.; 
Field Secretary, Dr. Paul C. White, New York City; Intermediate, 
Mrs. George C. Ackerly, Rennselaer; Educational and Program, 
Leonard R. Klemann, St. Albans, L. I.; Missionary, Ellsworth C. 
Miller, Buffalo; Extension, Henry J. Krooss, Brooklyn; Publicity, 
Clarence L. Neun, Rochester. 

Also present was the Chairman of the Fourth Annual Unity 
Dinner, Albert Roper, St. Albans, L. I. The theme of the Unity 
Dinner to be held Tuesday, November 28, is ‘‘Beyond the Horizon.” 
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“New York in 1943” 


This month we leave you with this thought: “Come to New 
York State in 1943 for the Luther League of America Convention.” 
There has been a standing invitation for many years to have you 
help us celebrate our 50th Anniversary and a committee is actively 
engaged in making plans for your acceptance. 


CLARENCE L. NEUN 
Publicity Secretary, the Luther 
League of New York State 


NEW JERSEY 
Proceedings of the 44th Annual Convention 


“Welcome! Delegates to the State Luther League Convention.” 

This on a large canvas sign greeted every one of the nearly 
two hundred delegates as they first glimpsed the two Convention 
Churches in the capital city of Trenton. The Church of the Saviour, 
Rey. G. Luther Weibel, pastor; and the Trinity Church, Rev. John 
A. Matthiesen, pastor. 


Suffice it to say that these eight words were the harbinger of 
one of the most thrilling and successful gatherings of Lutheran 
youth ever held in the Garden State. 


Rather than bring the full story to you in narrative form, we 
feel we can add interest and emphasis to the various features in the 
use of an analytical arrangement. So here goes! 


Theme: “Our Church In Our Time.” 


Opening Sessions: Registration took place at four o’clock on 
Saturday, September 2nd, while the State Executive Committee was 
meeting in a special session. It was followed by a model deyo- 
tional led by Connie Strandwitz, State Educational Secretary, which 
embodied the official welcomes and Order for the Opening of the 
Convention. The usual Fellowship Supper ‘‘went off with a bang!” 


Communion Service: A great and stirring service in the Saviour 
Church. Over 150 went to the Lord’s Table, after hearing an al- 
most epic picturization of “Our Church—Its Past and Its Progress,” 
brought to us by Rev. Abdel Ross Wentz, D.D., Ph.D., President 
of Gettysburg Seminary. Dr. Wentz, one of our most able Lutheran 
historians, and regarded as the most universally known American 
Lutheran in the world today, was refreshingly witty as he cleverly 
unfolded the life story of our Church in such unique analogies as 
birth, childhood, adolescence, flirtation, marriage, divorce, and the 
like. It was an education in itself! 


Convention Bible School: Bright and early Sunday morning the 
delegates appeared at Trinity Church and were treated to a most 
eloquent and forceful lesson on ‘‘Our Church—Its Pillar and Its 
Purpose,” as it was so capably presented by Miss Bertha Lawrence, 
Dean of Women at the New Jersey State Teachers College. Miss 
Lawrence had been publicized as one of our best woman lecturers, 
and certainly all who heard her witness about Luther and the “‘Bible 
Church” had their cups running over when she finished. 


Sunday Morning Worship. Rev. Walton S. Greever, D.D., LL.D., 
Secretary of our United Lutheran Church in America was to 
serrmonize on “Our Church—Its Profession and Its Passions,” but 
made a last-minute change in his topic, to speak assuringly to the 
Convention in the ma.ter of the world crisis. It will be recalled 
that this was the morn of the declaration of the second World War. 
His words were not alone apropos, they contributed toward relieving 
the anxiety and tension manifest in the young folk because of the 
new crisis. 


League Forum. The Luther League of America very graciously 
provided Rev. William J. Ducker, of Arlington, Virginia, as national 
representative this year. His contribution to our convention should 
not go unheralded. Sunday afternoon found him conducting an 
“idea-packed”” Forum on League activities. If we were to say he 
lacked in anything, it could only have been “time.” There never 
seems to be enough of that at a good convention. 


Historic Tour. An escorted caravan of some twenty loaded motor 
cars spent the balance of the afternoon touring historic Trenton and 
environs, visiting such celebrated points of interest as the Trenton 
Barracks, Washington Crossing Park, and finally the tower on Bow- 
man’s Hill on the Delaware. 


Open Air Vespers. Toward evening it was back to the band- 
stand in the grove of Trenton’s Cadwalader Park, where a musical 
festival was offered over amplification in connection with the address 
“Our Church—Its Program and Its Promotion.” Rey, F. Eppling 
Reinartz, 5.T.M., Consulting Director of Promotion for The United 
Lutheran Church in America, was the speaker and it was a real 
challenge as he laid on our hearts the way in which the Lutheran 
Church is marching ahead with measured strides. There were over 
400 at this service, including many of other denominations, A neatly- 
prepared box luncheon followed in the Park. 


Excerpts from Reports. Monday is always devoted primarily to 
business and the morning repotrs set forth such facts as: “Our State 
was first to overpay its Sustaining Membership quota; second to 
meet its dues obligation; and fifth to oversubscribe the Konnarock 
Mission objective . . Pocket Testament Membership from New 
Jersey is 145 . Twenty of our Leagues used complete set of 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Reading Course books. . . six New Jersey Leaguers preparing for 
the Gospel ministry . . . sixteen active Intermediate Leagues in State 
. noted increase in attendance at District Rallies . . . inner-League 
activity being promoted.” 
Principal Resolutions: ‘‘That we study the possibility of having 
our local societies pay dues to their District in the same procedure 
as the State League follows in transmitting dues to the Luher 
League of America.” he! 
“That an Extension Chairman be designated in our Constitution 
and that financial provision be made so the Committee can function. 


“That the ‘Mosquito’ editorship be merged with the Publicity 
Secretaryship.” 

“That we express to the Synods on our territory and to the 
Church-at-large, that we not only hope for and endorse a New Jersey 
Synod, but that we regard any action by any Synod which shall de- 
stroy this State Luther League as detrimental to this high ideal. 


“That we approve the cooperation of our State League in 
various joint Lutheran Youth programs, and that we instruct the 
Executive Committee to make necessary appointments and give full 
publicity to such programs as may be advisable.” 

“That a special Committee be appointed to draw up the by-laws 
to our Constitution, to report at the next Convention.” 


“That the Luther League of New Jersey dues for the ensuing 
year be 50 cents for the Senior group, and 25 cents for the Inter- 
mediate group.” 

“That whereas the world is facing a war crisis at the present 
time, we, as a State Luther League, bow our heads and hearts in 
prayer to God for world peace and ask Rey. Ducker to lead in 
prayer, and secondly, that our State Luther League petition the 
Luther League of America to request all State Leagues to make 
Luther League Loyalty Sunday cn September 24th, 1939, a day for 
Luther Leaguers to pray for the return of world peace in order that 
the people of the world may live together as Christians.” 


The following resolution was also drawn up by a special Com- 
mittee and sent to the President of our United States, with copies to 
our Senators Smather and Barbour: 


“We, the delegates to the 44th Annual Convention of the Luther 
League of New Jersey of The United Lutheran Church in America, 
wish to assure you of our whole-hearted support of your efforts to 
establish world peace. We pledge you our prayers at this critical 
time, and hope that your high purpose in maintaining our peaceful 
relationship with all the peoples of the earth may be sustained.” 


Elections. The Convention election resulted in all the candidates 
of the Nominating Committee being elected, to wit: President, Alfred 
L. Beck, of Union City; Vice-President, Nicholas Friday, of New 
Brunswick; Corresponding Secretary, Connie Strandwitz, of West- 
ville; Recording Secretary, Adele Schwab, of River Edge; and 
Treasurer, George T. Cooper, of Jersey City. 

The following appointments were subsequently made: Educational 
Secretary, Harold Haas; Missionary Secretary, Ella A. Kaack; Life 
Service Secretary, Ethel Johnson; Intermediate Secretary, Anna H. 
Zophs; Extension Secretary, Mervin C. Esterly; Twelve Point Pro- 
gram Secretary, Arthur W. Bonnet; Publicity Secretary and Editor 
of “The Mosquito,” Eugene H. Kelchner; Field Secretary, Rev. 
Paul C. White; Central Pennsylvania Synod, Rev. Roy L. Yund; 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania, Rev. G. Luther Weibel; United Synod 
of New York, Rev. Adolph H. Holthusen; Zion Slovak Synod, Rev. 
Joseph A. Kavalek. 


Other Action, The Constitution was revised in a new form. 


At the Executive Meeting a speakers’ list was set up with some 
60 suggestions for Leaguers to make reference to; decided to print 
a complete history of the State League; Luther League Calendars 
were printed for individual and League use; State Membership Cer- 
tificates were recalled and corrected ones forwarded to all Leagues. 


; The Banquet. Every League Banquet is a “‘headliner!”’ But 
this one was more—it was a ‘“‘double header!” The local committee, 
headed by Mervin C. Esterly, did a superb piece of planning, 


Our own Alvin H. Schaediger rushed back from the Mid-West 
to be with us and to bring us the principal message. 


An added feature was a four-reel colored motion picture, ‘The 
Church At Work,” that left no stone unturned in revealing the real 
and full function of our Church. 


Closing Moments. Rev. Ducker, who already had played such 
a vital part in our three-day proceedings, climaxed it all at the 
farewell service with a brief resume of every theme message, and a 
straight-from-the-shoulder challenge for us to carry on the work 


of Zion. ; His assignment was “Our Church—Its Power and Its 
Perpetuation.” 


An impressive Installation and Friendship Circle tugged at the 


Moet once again and finally and reluctantly it was ‘“‘Good 
ight. 


Truly, this was without reservation— 


“A Capital Convention in the Capital City” 
EUGENE H. KELCHNER, Publicity Secretary 
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LUTHERAN LAKE CAMP, LAKE BRERETON, MANITOBA 


From August 13th-20th, 1939, the Manitoba District Luther 
League of The United Lutheran Church in America, sponsored its 
second annual camp at Lake Brereton, Manitoba. Everyone who 
attended returned home greatly enriched by this grand experience. 


Two credit courses of the Parish and Church School Board, 
“My Life” and “My Group Sessions,’ were given by Rey. E. G. 
Goos, dean of the camp. Rev. G. Spohr, Rev. C. Kleiner, Mr. 
E. Oswald, and Miss E. Hartig, led discussions on “The Christian 
Attitude To: God In Worship, The Church, The Day of the Lord, 
His Fellowmen, The State, the World Situation.” ; 


The highlight of the camp program was the study of “‘Humility 
As The Word of God Teaches It,’ under the leadership of Rev. 
L. Bald. Careful study of this subject revealed it to be a priceless 
gem without which no true Christian can afford to be. Rev. Bald 
laid it before the eyes of the campers in its various phases, namely : 
the humility of Jesus, humility in the teachings of Jesus, humility 
of His disciples, humility in our daily life, humility and holiness, 
humility and happiness, humility and faith, humility and exaltation. 
Just as water seeks the lowest places, so God’s blessing rests most 
abundantly on the most humble. No one attending this course left 
it without being greatly benefited by it. 


The recreation porgram, under the very capable leadership of 
Mr. George Spohr, carried out in the exceptionally beautiful out-of- 
doors at Lake Brereton provided many an enjoyable hour. Swim- 
ming, boating, hiking, a scavenger hunt, “cricket’’ baseball, volley 
ball, and a picnic across the lake were the order of the week. 


Pinecrest Dunes Luther League Leadership School, Peconic, Long Island, New York 
August 27 to September 4, 1939 


The evenings were taken up by a study of the Liturgy of our 
United Lutheran Church in America, led by Rey. E. G. Goos; a 
very interesting display and account of the Luther League Conven- 
tion at Long Beach, California, by Mr. Walter Metz, one of our 
delegates; stunt night; a talk on The United Lutheran Church in 
America, by Rey. Dr. Thomas Hartig, President of the Manitoba 
Synod, and official camp guest; camp improvement night, led by 
Miss Martha Ruccius; and finally a grand camp-fire at the lake-side. 


Each evening at sunset the campers gathered at the lake shore 
to sing their favorite hymns. Hymns such as “Beautiful Saviour,” 
“OQ Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go,” and “Day Is Dying in the 
West” (to mention only a few), took on additional splendor and 
beauty in the very impressive sight of God’s marvelous creation. 
These moments will always remain very dear and beautiful memories 


to all. 


For Sunday, August 20th, thirty-six visitors joined the campers 
for their service of worship, conducted by Mr. “Ee Hartig, and to 
spend the final day at camp. Needless to say, the leave-taking was 
very much regretted by everyone. However, it is the fervent hope 
of each camper that he may have the great privilege and pleasure 
to spend another week at the Lutheran Lake Camp in the coming 
year. This was indeed a vacation with a purpose. 


Mr. E. Oswald was general manager of the camp and Miss 
M. Ruccius, registrar and treasurer. Plans for the next camp are 


already being discussed. 
mibigck eae E. E. HARTIG 
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PINECREST DUNES 


The Twelfth Annual Luther League Leadership School under the 
sponsorship of the Metropolitan Area Luther Leagues, Connecticut 
State Luther League and the Women's Missionary Societies of the 
New York, Long Island and New England Conferences, was held 
the week of August 27 to September 4 at Pinecrest Dunes, Peconic, 
Long Island. 


‘ The Conference was divided into two periods, a five-day period 
from August 27 to September 1 and Sep- 


a three-day period from 
tember 1 to September 4. 


The courses offered for study during the five day period were: 
“Ways of Teaching,” by Rev. R. W. Stine, M.A., Professor of Re- 
ligion and Philosophy, Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Pa.; “A 
Background Course for Teaching a World Mission Subject,” by Rev. 
F. L. Coleman, D.D., S.T.M., Theological Seminary, Rajahmundry, 
India; ‘‘Building and Administering a Total Youth Program,” by 
Rey. A. H. Getz, Secretary for Leadership Training, Parish School 
Board, U. L. C. A.; ‘Recreational Leadership,’ by Mr. W. Tom 
Ward, Director of Pinecrest Dunes Camp and Physical Education 
Teacher at the Schools of Valley Stream, N. Y. 

Courses offered for the three-day period were: “My Community 
and the Christian Ideal,’ by Rev. C. E. Krumbholz, D.D., Executive 
of Welfare Department, National Lutheran Council, ‘‘A Brief Sur- 
vey of the Old Testament,” by Rev. E. W. Hammer, S.T.M., Pastor 
of Immanuel Church, Meriden, Conn.; ‘“‘How To Understand Our 
Pupils,’ by Rev. R. W. Stine; “Youth At Worship: Hymnology and 
Symbolism,” by Rev. J. E. Sjauken, Pastor, Calvary Church, New 
York City; ‘‘Education for Marriage and Family 
Livyine,? by Rev, Li EB. Woodward, Ph.Ds, 
Bureau of Child Guidance of the Board of Edu- 
cation of the City of New York, Pastor, Ascen- 
sion ’ Church, ~Brooklyn: 

Pinecrest offered unusual opportunities for 
all recreational facilities including boating, swim- 
ming (in both lake and sound), horseback riding, 
archery and tennis. Other features of the recrea- 
tional program included such special evening 
frolics as Stunt Nite, Beach Barbecues, Masquer- 
ade Party, Cabin-naming Ceremony, and elabor- 
ate camp-fire programs. 

The devotional life of the school was ade- 
quately cared for in the Morning and Evening 
Quiet Periods, Sunday Communion Service, and 
Candlelighting Ceremony. 


All courses were fully accredited by the 
Parish and Church School Board of The United 
Lutheran Church in America as authorized by the 
International Council of Religious Education. 
The certificates were issued to all who completed 
class and study requirements. The sizes of the 
classes were limited to the mutual advantage of 
both instructors and pupils. 

The School staff consisted of the following: 
Director, Rev. Luther F. Gerhart, M.A., Little 
Neck, LL. i.; Assistant Director; Rev: D.. R: 
Crounse, Franklin Square, L. I.; Registrar, Miss 
Louise Henke, Bellaire, L. I.; Assistant Regis- 
trar, Miss Ruth L. Sibbert; Business Manager, 
Mr. E. F. Schwabe, Hollis, L. I.; Assistant 
Business Manager, Mr. Albert Roper; Publicity, 
Miss Juliana M. Muenz and Mr. Daniel J. Leh- 
mann; Dining Room Hostess, Miss Dorothy 
Boehm; “Buzz” Editor, Mr. Henry Krooss; Librarian, Mrs. E. W. 
Hammer; Hostess, Mrs. L. F. Gerhart; Registered Nurse, Mrs. 
R. W. Stine; Auditor, Mr. Harold Tietien; Consultant, Rev. Paul C. 
White, Ph.D., Secretary for Religious Education and Young People’s 
Work, United Lutheran Synod of New York. 


Also in attendance for the eight-day period was Rev. F. J. 
Schweiger, Chaplain of the Queens General Hospital, Jamaica, L. I., 
who was in charge of the Musical Element of the program including 
an optional group in Chorus Singing. There were 50 campers pres- 
ent for the full time (without the staff), 10 for the five-day period, 
and 126 for the weekend period (including the staff). 


Daniel J. Lehmann and Juliana M. Muenz 


CANADIAN WEST COAST DELEGATION 


Second only to the thrill of traveling to the West Coast and 
experiencing the Luther League Convention at Long Beach is the 
pleasure of reminiscing over those events. Such, at least, is the 
opinion of the eighty members of the Canadian delegation after an 
enjoyable reunion in Kitchener. Gathering at the Hiller summer 
home just outside the city they spent the afternoon of Sunday, 
August 20, looking at the snapshots—nearly a thousand of them— 
which various members of the party had taken on the trip or at the 
convention. The display was arranged by Art Hiller and Elmer 
Gaiser who were nearly swamped with orders for prints. 


An open-air picnic lunch was served by Misses W. Hiller and 
W. Steincke and their committee—and then rain came to cause a 
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temporary disruption of the program and adjournment to the parish 
hall of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church. Here a brief devotional serv- 
ice was conducted by Rev. Carl Knauff. Rev, Norman Berner ad- 
dressed the group on “Life—and Life Plus,” using the words, ‘TI 


am come that they might have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly,” and them to the experiences of the 


convention. 


relating 


After the service came the “Remember When” period featuring 
five-minute talks: “The Bus Trip To St. Louis, El 


number of _To St 
by Margaret Hoelscher; ‘By Train To Albuquer- 


Paso and Juarez,” 


que and the Grand Canyon,” by Florence Schlote ;_ “Convention 
Sessions,” by John Lauman; ‘‘Forest Lawn Memorial Park and 
Hollywood,” by Florence Weicker; “San Francisco and the Red- 
woods,” by Helen Van Deventer; ‘Seattle, Mt. Rainier and Van- 
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couver.’ by John Lauman; “Banff and the Canadian West,” by 
Wilma Hahn. Motion pictures, some of them in beautiful color, 
caused many a humorous or delighted comment as they showed con- 
vention scenes, celebrities and activities. They were taken and ex- 
hibited by Emma Kinzie and John Lauman. 


A frequently recurring thought during the reunion was the 
slogan with which the delegation set out for California: “‘Canada in 
1941.? And now that it’s all settled that “‘they’re coming to Kit- 
chener next” the thoughts of the Canadians are turning from the 
wonderful time they had as ‘guests’ at the 22nd Biennial Conven- 
tion of the Luther League of America to their task as “‘hosts” for 
the 23rd. And to whom it may concern they are saying, ‘““You went 
out to California in ’39, won’t you come to Canada in °41?” 

NORMAN BERNER 


THE INDIA MISSION AND CHURCH INVITE 
YOU TO INDIA IN 1942 
Dear Friends: 

Who wants to take a trip to India? Who would like 
to visit our missionaries, and pick bananas in the back 
yard, and get cashew nuts right off the trees and ride in 
an ox-cart, and go to our Indian villages and get ac- 
quainted with the people there? Well, in 1942 our India 
Mission will be one hundred years old, and some people 
are going to make a trip to India to share in the cele- 
bration of this great event—the one hundredth anniver- 
sary of the India Mission. Just think! In that part of 
India where there were no Christians one hundred years 
ago, today there are almost 200,000 of them. 

A trip to India in 1942—that is something wonder- 
ful for anyone to look forward to. Half-way round the 
world to get there, and then the other half-way round 
the world to get home again! And you won’t have to 
worry about the travel arrangements, for the Church has 
a special committee which will take care of all that. All 
you need to do is to enjoy the trip and see the strange 
sights, and meet our missionaries, and get acquainted 
with our Indian people. They will ask you to come to 
the Palem (pah-lem) and you will wonder what that is. 
And they will invite you to sit on a peerta (peer-ta) and 
you will be glad that there is at least something to sit 
on. They will urge you to come and have a meal with 
them and your missionary friend will whisper to you to 
be sure to take along knife,and fork and spoon, for in the 
Indian village there are none. 

And then you will go to Church in the village and 
you will be thrilled to hear the people sing their beauti- 
ful Christian songs in their own language, and you will 
say, “Isn’t it wonderful that wherever we go on the 
face of the earth we can find people who are faithful in 
the worship of God and who are happy in the knowledge 
of Christ, our Saviour.” And then you will see, right 
up close and in real life, the marvelous results of the 
preaching and teaching of the Gospel in a foreign land, 
and you will say to your friends at home: “Only think 
of it, my small gifts and my prayers have helped to ac- 
complish all this.” 

You will get up quite early in the morning, but 
never mind that. Everybody takes time out in the after- 
noon for a brief rest period, and you can get your forty 
winks in there. How the missionary gets such a lot of 
work done will be a matter of wonder to you. But when 
you attend the morning prayers in the missionary’s home 
with the missionary and his family and his Indian helpers 
then you will realize that for his long hard task he re- 
ceives help and strength from the Lord. And when you 


take part in the prayer life of the missionary family 
then you will understand what people mean when they 
say that one of the most effective ways in which the 
Gospel is preached in India is by the Christian life of 
the missionary families. 

Well, now let us think about that great celebration 
of the centennial of our mission in India. It will happen 
in January 1942. If you can go, you had better begin to 
make your plans and preparations now. You will see 
something of the other side of the world, but best of 
all, you will make a real pilgrimage—a Christian visit to 
a great and mighty Christian work which is carried on 
by the plain preaching and teaching of the Gospel of 
Christ our Saviour. 

Yours sincerely, 
Uncle Missionary 
P. S. Palem means village. 
Peerta means a stool. 


“BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL, AND FORGET 
NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS” 


Again the holy, happy season of Advent is upon us, and 
with it we have also our National Day of Thanksgiving. 
Both are times of joy and thanksgiving. We raise thankful 
hearts for that most precious time, the coming of our Saviour, 
and in grateful praise we remember a bounteous harvest. 


“He comes! in meek and lowly human form, 
Unheralded by dazzling pomp and noise, 

Not in the fire, the earthquake, or the storm 
But with the accents of ‘the still small voice.’ 


“He comes! to preach the gospel to the \poor, 
Franchise the slave and break the bondsman’s chain, 
To wrench the bars from off the dungeon door, 

And set the pining captive free again. 


“He comes! the messenger to broken hearts ; 
Affliction of its poignant sting disarms ; 
To him that hath no helper help imparts ; 
The little child smiles fearless in His arms. 


“He comes! to give the groping blind their sight, 
To wipe the tear from off the mournet’s eye, 
To cheer the orphan’s darkened home with light, 
And soothe the widow in her agony. 


“He comes! to rescue from the guilt of sin, 
And from its tyrant power to grant release; 
To hush the rage of demon storms within, 
And leave His own best legacy of ‘peace.’ 


“He comes! to stop the roll of conquering drums, 
Unyoke the steeds from battle’s iron car, 

To strike the fevered lips of cannon dumb, 
And hang in silent halls the trump of war. 


“He comes! O earth, give welcome to His voice! 
He comes! Thy tribes to pay Him homage rise! 
He comes! to make thine arid wastes rejoice, , 
And blossom like a second Paradise.’’—Selected 
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SENIOR TOPICS FOR NOVEMBER 


Theme for the Month: 


November 5, 1939 
Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity 
THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA—MEETING 


THE SAVIOUR 


John 4:1-14 
By Rev. John F, Fedders, D.D., Milwaukee, Wisconsin) 


Suggested Program 

Hymn 425 (CSB) 

Scripture Lesson: John 4:1-14 

Psalm 104 (Read responsively) 

Prayers: Almighty and Everlasting God, Who art worthy to be held 
in reverence by all the children of men, grant that we may 
catch the vision of Christian missions so that the true worship 
oi Thy name may be known by the children of men everywhere, 
in the Saviour’s name we ask it. Amen. 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven and in the hearts of those 
who confess Thy name, grant that true worship may be our 
privilege always and that we may truly support Thy worship in 
Church and at the home altar all the days of our lives, in the 
Master’s name we ask it. Amen.. 

Hymn 292 (CSB) 

Bible Readings 

Present the Topic 

Discussion 

Offering 

Closing Hymn 328 (CSB) 


Bible Readings 


O taste and see that the Lord is good. God can 
Religion needs only to be given an op- 


Psalm 34:8. 
stand any scientific test. 


portunity. The true searcher will always find God at the end of 
his quest. 
John 3:16. See how the Gospel of God is written into this very 


text. Také the first letter of the word “God,” the first letter of 
the word “only”? and so on through this precious verse and you can 
spell out the word “Gospel.” Try it. 


Jude 21. Keep yourselves in the love of God. That is the text 
and that is the truth. The Samaritan seeker was face to face with 
Jesus. The Saviour taught her the truth of God. Loyalty to con- 
firmation promises will keep you close to Him always. 

The Samaritan Woman 

A woman from the city came to draw water. Jesus 
engaged her in conversation. He knew her entire life 
and revealed it to her. He knew what was in man. “Give 
me to drink,’ He asked. His parched lips desired cool 
water, but His living heart thirsted far more for the soul 
of this poor woman. Read the story in its fullness. Note 
the mastery of His questions and answers. Here is a 
seeker after God whose thirst is quenched by the Eternal 
Water of Life. What does Christ mean to you? 


Interesting Quotations 
“When you can talk with God, when you can really 
tell Him what is in your heart, then you have found re- 
ligion. For religion is nothing else than a living tie, a 


channel of vital intercourse between God and man.” 
—PHILLIPS BROOKS 


“Strange as it may scund—and I am far from being 
a religious man—the biggest factor in the war is God! 
However little religion you've got at home, the biggest 


: ‘ : eee 
blackguard in the ranks prays as he goes into action. 
—From a Soldier’s Letter 


““Seekers After God”’ 


“Linnaeus is known as the father of botany. He 
was a man of most gentle and deeply spiritual nature. 
He kept written above his apartment doors these words: 
‘Live innocently: God is present.’ A friend saw him one 
day watching very intently an unfolding blossom. This 
is the way the naturalist explained his attitude to his 
friend: ‘I saw God in His glory passing by, and I bowed 
my head in worship’.” 

“God governs the world; the actual working of His 
government—the carrying out of His plan—is the history 
of the world.’—Hegel 


The Seeker After God 
“There was a dreamer once, whose spirit trod 
Unnumbered ways in thwarted search for God. 
He stirred the dust on ancient books; he sought 
For certain light in what the teachers taught; 
He took his staff and went unto the wise, 
And deeper darkness fell about his eyes; 
He lived a hermit and forbore his food, 
And God left visitless his solitude; 
He wrapped himself in prayer right after night, 
And mocking demons danced across his sight. 
Resigned at last to Him he could not find 
He turned again to live among mankind— 
And when from man he no more stood apart 
God, on that instant, visited his heart!” 
—Harry Kemp 

“T should be sorely afraid to live my life without 
God’s presence; but to feel that He is by my side now 
just as much as you are, that is the very joy of my 
heart.’—Tennyson, to a friend. 

The Fourth Gospel may be called the Gospel of the 
conversations, for, more than any other it reports par- 
ticular interviews of our Lord with individuals. These 
conversations, too, are real conversations, for Jesus was 
not like some famous men who discourse in monologue. 
Christ never appears to have saved up any good thing 


for a large audience.’—J. G. Vose. 


Brief and to the Point 

“Our chief need in life is somebody who will make 
us do what we know we ought to do.’”—Emerson. 

“The Gospel of St. John is ‘the greatest book in the 
WO dno eitee pees 

“These are two freedoms: the false, where a man is 
free to do what he likes; the true, where a man is free 
to do what he ought.”—Charles Kingsley. 


“He that hath lost his faith, what staff has he left?” 
—BACON 


“All I have seen teaches me to trust the Creator ior 
all I have not seen.”’—Emerson. 

“The acknowledgment of God in Christ, accepted by 
the reason solves for thee all the problems in the world 
and out of it.”’—Browning. 

Illustrations 

The story is told of an Arab philosopher who, being 
asked how he knew God, answered: ‘How do I know 
whether a man or a camel has passed my tent? By the 
footprints’.” 
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“Mother, how many Gods are there?” asked a little 
boy one day. A younger brother who heard him, said, 
“Why, one to be sure.” “But how do you know dlvantaeae 
said the one who asked the question. ‘Because,’ said 
his little brother, “God fills every place, so there is no 
room for any other.’.—From “The King’s Highway,” 
Dr. R. Newton. 

A Roman Emperor was passing through the streets 
of Rome in a triumphant procession, surrounded by at- 
tendants and soldiers. A child came out of the crowd 
and ran toward him. The soldiers cried, “Go back, child! 
Go back! he is your Emperor!” But the child replied, 
“He is your Emperor, but he is my Father!” In the 
Kingdom of God, Christ is not only our Prince of Peace, 
but also our Everlasting Father—The Sunday Schoo! 
Chronicle. 

Further Readings 


C. G. Wolf: “The Way of Discipleship” 

Edward W. Schramm: “What Shall I Do With Jesus?” 

W. R. Bowie: “The Master, A Life of Jesus Christ” 

Lawrence Price: “Outstanding Women of the Bible’ 

G. H. Gerberding: “The Way of Salvation in the Lutheran Church” 
Edward L. Pell: ‘““Why I Believe In Jesus” 


November 12, 1939 
Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity 


NICODEMUS—SEARCHING FOR TRUTH 
John 3:1-11 
(By Rev. John F. Fedders, D.D., Milwaukee, Wisconsin) 


Suggested Program 
Hymn 370 (CSB) 
Scripture: I Chronicles 16:11, 28:9; II Chronicles 31:21; 
De ee eee 26 24ers. 
6:33; James 4:8. 


Psalm 
70:4, 145:18; Isaiah 55:6; Matthew 


Psalm 8&4 
Prayer: “I believe in Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, my 
Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier. Let me never be ashamed. 


Thou art the God of Truth. Help me always to tive in the 
light of Thy Truth. In the Name of Jesus who is the Way, the 
Truth and the Light. Amen. 

Hymn 142 (CSB) 

Bible Readings 

Present the Topic 

Discussion 

Offering 

Closing Hymn 361 (CSB) 

Bible Readings 


James 4:8. How true this is! When we search for truth in 
the right spirit, God rewards our search. Draw near to God in daily 
prayer and His presence will be very real to you. 

Revelation 3:20. Christ stands on the doorway of every heart. 
The latch string is on the inside and must be opened from within. 
Let us keep our ears open to His call. Then when He calls we can 
bid Him enter and He wil! sup with us. 

Jeremiah 29:13. The search for God must be sincere. The 
skeptic and the scoffer do not find God because they do not search 
in the right way. 


Nicodemus 
PERTINENT PARAGRAPHS 

“T have always had a good deal of sympathy for him. 
He is such a human sort of figure, full of little conceal- 
ments and wistful hesitations and agonized uncertain- 
ties. He doesn’t really come into the focus of this shift- 
ing drama very often. In fact, if it were not for the 
author of the Fourth Gospel, we should know nothing 
about him at all. After our third chapter here he makes 
only two brief entrances, and both times he is recalled 
as the one who at first came to Jesus by night, until 
now we can hardly separate the night and Nicodemus. 
He is somewhat like a place where the shadows are 
thicker in the dark at the edge of one of Rembrandt’s 
canvasses, for gaze at it, and slowly it takes form, seems 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


strangely less void, becomes a man peering on you 
through a curtain of fog. So with this ruler of the Jews.” 
: __REV. PAUL E. SCHERER, D.D. 

“If there is any Gcspel that demands earnect and 
careful thought, this is one. It tells how a man can get 
into heaven. Is there anything more important? We 
even hear Christ assure it with a four-fold ‘Verily’ that 
there is a condition which is absolutely necessary unto 
salvation. He states it clearly and undeniably that a man 
is unfit for the Kingdom of God as long as he is in the 
state in which he was born. We see a warning example in 
Nicodemus, who was in many respects an excellent man.” 

=REV. IT. BE. SCHMAUK, D:D: 

“We must not forget that the great men are not the 
only ones who have had the new life. It is present just 
as truly in little men like us. Most of us have no con- 
spicuous parts to play in life, but each has his own small 
role. Few of us can point to a moment in our past as 
the time when we were born again. There is no dramatic 
instant in the histories of most of us when we turned 
our backs upon an old life and began a new. But en- 
circling us always is the mysterious power of God for 
righteousness, seeking an entrance into ourselves.” 

=C. M. JACOBS, D:D: 
Thinking Themes 

“To be without God is to be without hope in the 
world.”—Paul. 

“Act as if God were and you will soon believe He 
is.”’—Somerset. 

“We know God easily if we do not constrain our- 
selves to define Him.’—Joubert. 

“God enters by a private door into every individual.” 

—EMERSON 

“There is a wonderful room in the human heart that 
is empty until God is there. Just outside that room He 
Waits to be invited in. A man can never be lonely when 
he knows that the Master is within him in the gladness 
of a fellowship freely chosen.”—Hough. 

“When my soul gives up the fight for faith and tries 
to sneer at life, God hoists again the flags of dawn, or 
blows His trumpet from the hills, and brings me humbly 
back again.’—G, A. Studdert-Kennedy. 


Poem 


I see Thy face, O God, in every flower; 

The thunder and the singing of the birds 

Are but Thy voice—and carven by Thy power 
Rocks are Thy written words. 

All pathways by Christ’s feet are worn, 

His strong heart stirs the ever-beating sea, 

His crown of thorns is twined with every thorn, 
His cross is every tree. 


: —Joseph Plunkett 
Questions 


Does God seem real to you? 
Does science liave the last answer about God? 
3. Why is the Bible the most satisfactory in pre- 
senting God to us? 
4. Can God be limited to Nature? 
5. What would this world be without God? 
6. What do our Lutheran creeds say about God? 
7. Shall the pure in heart see God? Who said so? 


He 
Ze 


Biblography 
The Poems of Tennyson 
The Four Gospels 
Dr. G. A. Buttrick: “The Christian Fact and Modern Doubt” 
James Reid: “The Temple in the Heart” 
Dr. Joseph Stump: ‘The Christian Faith” 
Bruce Curry: “The Bible and the Quest of Life’’ 
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November 19, 1939 
Twenty-fourth Sunday after Trinity 


PHILIP, “WE HAVE FOUND HIM” 
John 1:43-46 


(Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary, 
The Luther League of America) 


Suggested Program 
Hymn: “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 63 
Hymn: “Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 
Prayer 
Illustration: “Christ’s Disciple” 
Hymn: “Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour” 
Presentation of the Topic 
Hymn: “I Love To Tell the Story” 
Poem: “The Christ Ideal’ 
Hymn: “Lord, Speak To Me That I May Speak’ 


Bible Readings 


Matthew 4:18-25. Jesus’ me‘hod—personal invitation, 
preaching and sound teaching, doing good to people. 
ways win. 


’ John 1:35-51, The first disciples each brought friends and rela- 
tives. That is the first point of attack—your own family and friends. 


strong 
This will al- 


Acts 2:37-47. The first big increase came as a result of Peter’s 
preaching in the power of the Holy Spirit. Here is the real source 
of the Churches’ growth—the work of the Holy Spirit in the be- 
liever, winning others to Christ also in one body. 


Acts 3. Following Jesus’ method Peter coupled doing good to 
those in trouble to strong preaching. The Luther League and the 
Church will grow in proportion as good works in the community ac- 
company sound preaching and teaching, 


Matthew 28:19-20. “Go Ye.” This is a direct command to me. 
I must either answer it or help another answer it. 


Mark 3:13-19. Jesus calls whom He wills to come to Him, to 
be with Him and to go to preach the Gospel. The important thing 
is to hear and obey His call. 


i “Christ’s Disciple” 

The Emperor Henry, who was a pious prince, wear- 
ied with cares of state, proposed to abdicate, and enter 
a monastery, which was ruled by a good man named 
Richard. His abdication at that time would have been 
the cause of many evils to the Empire, which needed all 
his strength and vigilance. Accordingly, when the Em- 
peror made his application to be received into the monas- 
tery, “Will you,” said Richard, “practise obedience unto 
death, following the rule and example of Jesus Christ?” 
He replied that he would do this with all his heart. 
“And I,” said Richard, “receive you from this moment 
into the number of my brethren, and take you into my 
spiritual charge, provided that on your side you promise 
to follow, as in the sight of God, all that I shall order 
you.” Henry promised, and the abbot proceeded, “I de- 
sire, then, and order you to take up again the govern- 
ment of the Empire, which has been confided to your 
care by Divine Providence, and that you ensure, as far 
as in you lies, the safety and advantage and firmness in 
doing justice.’ The Emperor did not hear without re- 
luctance that unexpected command. He obeyed, never- 
theless: but he always from that time regarded himself 
as the disciple of Abbot Richard.—S. J. Eales. 


“The Christ Ideal” 


Said Christ our Lord, “I will go and see 
How the men, My Brethren, believe in Me. 


Great organs surged through arches dim 
Their jubilant floods in praise of Him; 

And in church, and palace, and judgment-hall, 
He saw His own image high over all. 

But still, wherever His steps they led, 

The Lord in sorrow bent down His head; 
And from under the heavy foundation-stones, 
The Son of Mary heard bitter groans. 
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“Have ye founded your thrones and altars, then, 
On the bodies and souls of living men? 
And think ye that building shall endure, 
Which shelters the noble and crushes the poor?” 


Then Christ sought out an artisan, 
A low-browed, stunted, haggard man, 
And a motherless girl, whose fingers thin 
Pushed from her faintly want and sin, 
These set He in the midst of them, 
And as they drew back their garment-him, 
For fear of defilement, ‘‘Lo, here,’ said He, 
“The images ye have made of Me!” 
—James Russell Lowell 
From the record of the scriptures it appears that 
Jesus began at a very early period of His ministry to 
gather about Him a company of disciples, in preparation 
for carrying on the work of His divine kingdom after 
He, Himself, had left it. Therefore, we find Jesus call- 
ing men out of their busy everyday life and inviting them 


to participate in the work which He had for them to do. 


The First Disciples 

The first two disciples to be called were followers of 
John the Baptist. He gave to Christ two of his own be- 
loved disciples—John and Andrew. It seemed that they 
both voluntarily changed leadership in that they left 
John and followed Jesus. They at once accepted the chal- 
lenge of Jesus and abode with Him that day. 

Andrew then went immediately to his brother. His 
life had been greatly changed since he had accepted the 
coming Messiah through preaching of John the Baptist 
and sought his brother Simon that he might also intro- 
duce him to Jesus. Andrew found his brother Simon and 
brought him to Jesus. There followed the simple but 
beautiful interview between Jesus and Simon. 


Jesus Calls Philip 
The third of the disciples was Philip. There is no 
record of how Jesus and Philip met, but when Jesus saw 
him, doubtless along the roadside, he said to him, “Philip, 
follow Me,” and Philip followed Him. This seems to be 
an illustration of stranger-evangelism. Jesus said to 
Philip, “Follow Thou Me.” Philip accepted the divine 
call and all the essential duties and corollaries of such an 
obligation. The fact is, when a soul fully accepts and 
surrenders to the Messiahship, the Lordship of Jesus, 
he also surrenders to all the obligations incident to and 

required by this acceptance of Jesus. 


Philip Wins Nathanael 
Acting upon the impulse of regeneration set up in his 
heart, Philip at once gave expression in outward effort 
to the going after his friend Nathanael. We do not know 
the relationship of these two men. We do know they 
were friends and became partners in the program of 
evangelism in the realm of the business circle. 


Partnership Evangelism 

“We have found Him.” What a joyous expression in 
having found Jesus the Saviour of our souls, but we 
should not let that alone be our joy. We should also 
help others to find Him in Whom there is life eternal. 

There is a fine field in which our Christianity can 
function in the propagation of the gospel. If all the 
men in the business world would live up to the highest 
example set by Philip in going after their partners or 
employers, or employees, we would have a more stable 
commercial life and a more prosperous business life. 

If our young people would live up to the example 
of Philip and go after those with whom they come in 
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contact and tell them how they found Jesus and the 
Christian experience they have had, our Churches and 
our Luther Leagues would have a larger group of young 
people deeply interested in the extension of the King- 
dom of our Lord. 


The Message To Others 

Philip carried the message to Nathanael and his 
message was “we have found Him.” If: we are truly 
followers of God and of His Son, Jesus, we must also 
be the means of bringing His message to others. Our 
mouths are the ones through which God speaks, not only 
on special occasions, but every time we open them to 
say something. Perhaps it would be well if we checked 
back on ourselves over a period of a week or two weeks 
to see just how often we were permitting God to speak 
through us, and how often we barred the way in every- 
day opportunities. It is the life we live at home, at 
school, at work and at play that testified for or against 
God. It is by our deeds and actions that we become 
known, and not by our words alone. 


There is no better example for us to study than the 
life of Jesus itself. After all, Jesus led a very ordinary 
life. The Son of a carpenter, a carpenter Himself, He 
grew up in a small village. He did not lead an army and 
He did not move among the authorities of His land or 
of the world. But Jesus lives among us today as the 
Survivor of all history. His contribution was a spirit of 
love. If He is to work through us, let us also remember 
the way of His life. He met His difficulties as they came 
to Him; He solved them for the benefit of His fellow- 
man. He died for His convictions, but He still lives. 


Questions 

What qualities did Philip have which you believe a 
Christian should possess? 

How did Philip show himself to be a true follower 
of Christ? 

What makes our life count for Jesus? 

How and where can we witness for our Lord? 

Why must the responsibility for spreading the Gos- 
pel become a personal one? 

What effort have you made to win others to Christ? 

Will those with whom we seek to share Christ al- 
ways receive Him? 

What arrangements are there in your Church for 
enabling the newly-won to give testimony and so to 
establish themselves as a part of the Church? 

How many are lost after they have been won? Why? 


November 26, 1939 
Last Sunday after Trinity 


SEEKING MEN FOR GOD 
Psalm 42:1-5 
(By Rev. Frederick W. Heins, Rochester, New York) 


Suggested Program 
Opening Hymn: “Our Blest Redeemer, Ere He Breathed’’ 
Prayer in Unison: “Spirit of God, descend upon my heart, wean it 
from earth, 
Thru all its pulses move, 
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art, 
And make me love Thee as I ought to love. 


“T ask no dream, no prophet ecstasy, 

No sudden rending of the veil of clay, 

No angel visitant, no opening skies, 

But take the dimness of my soul away.” Amen, 
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Period of Receptive Meditation. (When in absolute quiet, we attune 
our spirits to His that He may speak to us. Prayer must be a 
two-way conversation.) 

Hymn: “Break Thou the Bread of bite” 

Scripture: Read Psalm 42:1-11, responsively ’ 

Hymns: “As Pants the Hart” (Sung as a solo or with soloist 
singing first two lines of each stanza and the whole group the 
last two. Tune—Spohr or Martyrdom.) 

Presentation of Topic: 

Poem, quotations, Bible verses (read by Leaguers to whom they 
have been previously assigned) 

Explanation of the Topic (In leader’s own words rather than 
the reading of the material as given) 

Discussion 

Prayer, followed by Sentence Prayers 

Offering 

Closing Hymn: ‘Christ for the World, We Sing” 

Prayer of Benediction (in unison) : 

“Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way 

With Thee began, with Thee shall end the day, 

Guard thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 
That in this house have called upon Thy name.’””? Amen. 


Silent Prayer ; 
Bible Readings 


Psalm 63:1. Is my throat parched by the choking sands of the 
deserts of life? 

Psalm 84:1-3. Would taking my Church out of my life leave an 
aching void in it? 


Isaiah 55:1. Have I told the poor that they too may share my 


Jesus? : : ees 
John 4:13, 14. Do I have a spring of spiritual life within me? 
John 6:35. Has my thirst been quenched? 


John 7:37-39. Am I filled with the Holy Spirit? 
Revelation 22:17. Have I answered this invitation? 


A little stream had lost its way amid the grass and fern; 

A passing stranger scooped a well, where weary men might turn, 

He walled it in and hung with care a ladle at the brink; 

He thought not of the deed he did, but judged that all might drink. 
He passed again and lo! the well, by summer never dried, 

Had cooled ten thousand parching tongues and saved a life beside. 


A nameless man, amid a crowd that thronged the daily mart, 

Let fall a word of hope and love, unstudied from the heart, 

A whisper on the tumult thrown, a transitory breath, 

It raised a brother from the dust, it saved a soul from death. 

O germ of life! O word of love! O thot at random cast! 

Ye were but little things at first, but mighty at the last. 
Quotations 

“True philosophy seeks God, true science finds Him, 
true religion possesses Him, true worship enjoys Him.” 

“Two men please God: who loves Him with all his 
heart because he knows Him; who seeks Him with all 
his heart because he knows Him not.” 

“God is unknowable, but only to those who will 
not to know Him. God is invisible, but only to those 
who will not to see Him. God is unsearchable, but only 
to those who wish to find out about Him, not to those 
who wish to find Him.” 


y 
(Above quotations from ‘Writings of Ivan Panin,’’ Grafton, 
Massachusetts. ) 


“It will be a great day for the Christian cause when 
the world begins to realize that “Thy will be done” 
does not belong on tombstones, but ought to be graven 
into the lives of eager men and women who have enlisted 
in God’s warfare beyond return and beyond recall.” 

“Chesterton says of the Franciscan friars that they 
were perpetually coming and going in all the highways 
and byways, seeking to ensure that any man who met 
any one of them even by chance should have a Spiritual 
adventure. Suppose we could let loose a band of men 
and women caught by the infection of radiant religion, 
so that when you touched them you got a spark: so 
that you felt that their religion had made them not less 
human but infinitely more human; so that the world 
could recover in them something of the astonishing at- 
tractiveness which must have been in Christ.” 


(Above quotations from “Children of the Second Bisth.” by 
Shoemaker.) : 
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Prayer 

Panting as the deer heated by the chase, we flee 
to Thee, O God. Our throats parched by the sands of 
the barren wilderness of a godless world, exhausted by 
the dizzy whirl and endless rush of a pleasure-mad na- 
tion, we cry out with David of old, “My soul thirsteth 
for God, for the living God.” 

Forgive us, we pray Thee, for the times we have 
foolishly sought refreshment at the dried cisterns of 
man’s knowledge and ignored the eternal springs of the 
water of life so freely offered us by Thee. Forgive us, 
dear Lord, for not appreciating this water of life be- 
cause it has been offered so freely, without money and 
without price. 

We come, O God, to drink freely and fully. And, 
having drunk, we would not selfishly forget the many 
who still blindly seek but can not find. Help us to lead 
them to that water of life, of which, if a man drink, he 
will never more thirst. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, for the sake of Him who 
cried out, ‘If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and 
drink.” Amen. 


“Turn Your Backs On Christ” 

Some years ago I sat among a group of earnest col- 
lege students at a Student Volunteer Convention. I can 
still remember the striking words of one of the speakers, 
as he said, “I’m going to ask you young people here to- 
night to turn your backs on Christ.” We were all 
shocked into rivetted attention. What did he mean? He 
meant that, after we had drunk in all the inspiration we 
could at the feet of the Christ, kneeling before Him in 
consecrated devotion, we should turn our backs upon 
the Christ so that we might see the world as He sees 
it in its desperate need of Him, millions of souls dying 
of spiritual thirst. 


“Drink First Yourself’ 

There have been Christians who, having seen this 
dying world of souls, have in their compassionate zeal 
gone out to help, only to find that the cup they had to 
offer to thirsting souls was empty and dry. To guide, 
to serve, to share we must have something to offer. Ii 
we ourselves have not first drunk deeply of the fountain 
of living waters, we lead others in vain. If Christ is not 
real to you, if He is only a name to you, first learn to 
thirst for God, to pant as the hart after the water brooks 
of His mercy. But, when we have found the spring, we 
dare’ not leave one thirsting soul unsought. 


“But I Don’t Know How” 

So many of us say, “I'd like to bring others to Christ, 
but I simply can not do it. I don’t know what to say.” 
If you and your friend were out in a desert and your 
supply of water gave out, would someone have to coach 
you as to what to say to your friend, lying weak and 
dying of thirst on the sands, if you had found a well of 
water nearby? Would you sit at the well and drink and 
merely say to yourself, “I wish someone were here to 
tell my friend about this well?” You are dealing here 
with living water that will save souls for eternity. Dare 
you treat your trust lightly? 

“I Want To But I Can Not” 


If even the sense of emergency does not enable you 
to speak, start with the giving of a tract. Pass out a 
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good tract to everyone you meet and so spread the 
written invitation to come and drink. Take Frances 
Havergal’s “How Can You Do Without Him?” for in- 
stance. The tract will say what's in your heart and lead 
many to start the conversation with you. After “the ice 
is broken” it will be easy. And then with a friend or two 
start a little group that will regularly meet in interces- 
sory prayer, praying for your friends. Speak, pray, give, 
live. 
“Reasoning Failed” 

They sat together until midnight in the dimly-lighted, 
barely-furnished reception room of the monastery. The 
infidel was clever, mentally superior to the pious monk, 
In vain did the monk try to convince his companion of 
the truths of Christianity. Every argument, every proof 
he offered fell to the ground punctured by the bullets of 
the infidel’s machine gun of ridicule. The monk finally 
gave up in despair with this parting word, “My brother, 
I am unable to convince you of the truth I know by 
experience through reasoning, but I love your soul so 
much that I am going to pray for you until you give your 
heart to Him.” The infidel laughingly challenged him to 
try to change his mind through prayer. 

They retired to their rooms, but the infidel could 
not sleep. He tossed to and fro upon his bed trying to 
blot out the picture of that patient, sincere and loving 
face, but in vain. Finally, at 3 A. M., he arose and stole 
down the corridor to the barren cell of the monk. He 
heard the monk praying in his cell. Just then a shaft of 
moonlight stole through the barred window and _ fell 
upon the kneeling form. The infidel listened. He was 
praying for him. And how he prayed! One would have 
thought that it had been a matter of life and death to 
the monk as he poured out his soul to God for his un- 
believing brother. Something stirred within the cold 
heart of the infidel. He was soon kneeling outside the 
cell, and, as the tears coursed down his cheeks, a new 
light and warmth filled his soul. He came and drank 
and was filled at the fountain of everlasting life. 


Questions for Discussion 

1. Why train preachers if all Christians are to do 
the work of leading people to Christ? 

2. Is it true that there are people who can be led 
more easily to Christ by me as a layman than by a 
preacher? If so, why? 

3. Is it enough to invite people to Church or Luther 
League? 

4, Does the Lutheran Church frown upon conver- 
sion of the unchurched? 

5. Will God answer my prayer for an unbelieving 
soul by making him a Christian against his will? 

6. Is it true that what must be must be and so 
those whom God has destined for hell will go to hell no 
matter what I do? 

7. Will I not be called a fanatic if I really seek men 
for God in earnest? 

8. Doesn’t everyone have an equal chance to believe 
if he really wants to? Aren’t there Churches every- 
where to which those interested can go? Why cheapen 
religion by urging the uninterested to believe? 


Further Reading 
E. Stanley Jones: “The Christ of Every Road” 
Jowett: “Things That Matter Most” 
Tracts of Various Kinds 


[Twenty-eight 


ze 


In our Topics for November we have the "G)’ series. 
The drawing for the poster appears to be very simple, 
but it was necessary to change the wording of the 
Topics on the poster, in order that the key words begin- 
ning with “G” might come at the proper point. 

In the center of the Poster a large “G” is printed. 
This “G” forms the beginning of each of the key words 
of the four topics. The Topic Themes are printed equal 
distance from each other on the poster in the following 
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wording: 


reatness? 

ambling—What’s Wrong With It? 
rudge—Never Hold One 

ratitude 


What Is True 


Expressing our 


For the first Topic a picture of “Christ Washing 
Peter’s Feet” is placed at the end of the wording. The 
Leaguer’s name is placed on the poster when he has per- 
formed some home task he dislikes doing. 

A picture of “Christ Driving Out The Money 
Changers” is placed at the beginning of the wording of 
the second Topic. For a project the Leaguer must make 
up his own definition of Gambling. 

“Peter's Denial of Christ” is the picture placed at 
-the beginning of the third Topic. The Leaguer is to 
think of some friend or acquaintance he thinks he dis- 
likes and perform some kindly act for him. If he can’t 
think of such a friend or acquaintance, he is to memorize 
Matthew 18:21, 22. 

A picture of “Christ and the Ten Lepers” follows the 
fourth Topic. For the project, compose and pray in 
League a prayer of Thanks to God. 
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WHAT IS TRUE GREATNESS? 
Luke 9 :46-48 
(By Howard Logan) 


“Nothing can be truly great which is not right.” 
—Johnson 


If we are to discover what true greatness is we must, 
first of all, stop to analyze our ideals, aims and ambi- 
tions in life. Upon these depends largely our conception 
of what constitutes true greatness. Teen-agers do have 
ideals which they strive to attain. Perhaps they are 
dreams, but when we stop dreaming, we stop living. 
Our scripture lesson tells us what Jesus said about who 
“should be the greatest.” His reply was, “He that is 
least among all, the same shall be the greatest.” That 
means that any of us can, in the sight of God, be the 
greatest. But we are anxious to find out what is true 
greatness. 


We are reminded of our Saviour at the age of 
twelve and the experience of his parents when they 
found Him in the Temple. You recall that Jesus rebuked 
his parents, saying, “I must be about My Father’s busi- 
ness,” Scripture tells us that “Jesus increased in wisdom 
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and stature and favour with God and man.” It seems to 
me that these words of Luke comprise the aims, ideals 
and ambitions of Christian young people. Is your aim in 
life to “increase in... favour with God and man?” It 
ought to be. If we are to attain true greatness, we must 
possess a strong will, a true faith, some intelligence and 
good morals. These characteristics will bring us true 
greatness. Shall we analyze true greatness? 
Will 

A strong will is necessary to teen-agers. The teen 
age is an age when boys and girls are easily led by 
others. Older people make impressions on the minds of 
the teen-agers. Sometimes the heroes we admire are the 
right kind and often times they are not the best. It is 
always easier to do what the gang does. The hard task 
is to do what we believe in our hearts is the right thing. 
We must have a strong will to resist the evil temptations 
that come in our lives. 


One of my favorite chapters in the Bible is the 
twelfth chapter of Romans. In the second verse of this 
chapter Paul says, “And be not conformed to this world: 
be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good and acceptable, and per- 
fect, will of God.” When we think of the conversion of 
Paul, we realize how his life was transformed from one 
of persecuting Christians to a life of persecution for be- 
ing a follower of Christ. We like to be popular and so 
we do what the crowd does, sometimes not realizing 
the damage. 


We like to sit on the fence, so to speak, and then 
jump with the majority. As teen-agers we must learn to 
cultivate our will-power. We must learn to say “no” to 
the wrong things and “yes” to the right things. Some 
of our intermediates will remember the importance of 
these two words as brought out in one of the 1936 Read- 
ing Course books by Margaret Slattery, entitled, “Two 
Words.” True greatness then consists of having will- 
power—the power to resist temptations. 


Faith 

Most teen-agers have a high degree ‘of faith. They 
haven’t reached the age of questioning everything in life. 
Teen-agers have faith in God, in their leaders, in their 
nation and in their parents. It is too bad that often times 
this faith is destroyed, not by their God, but by their 
leaders and parents. Teen-agers need a strong faith be- 
cause soon it is going to be tested in their everyday life 
either in college, employment or unemployment. The im- 
portant thing to remember at these testing points is that 
God cares for the least of us. That He is concerned about 
our problems and that our faith in God will overcome 
all obstacles. 


We as Lutheran young people, more perhaps than 
other Christians, place emphasis on faith. The reformer 
and founder of our Church gave us the doctrine of justi- 
fication by faith. Faith is believing. In Mark 9:23 Jesus 
tells us, “If thou canst believe, all things are possible 
to him that believeth.” Jesus should be our example of 
faith. He had real faith in--God. We-need to“have a 
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faith in our fellowman. We must believe in people be- 
cause we have to live with people. It would be difficult 
to have to live with people and continually doubt their 
integrity and sincerity. 

We have seen how the faith of boys and girls be- 
comes damaged because of the lack of interest of par- 
ents. There are many young people who receive no en- 
couragement at home to strengthen their faith in God, 
His Church and our fellowman. It is often said that 
there is no youth problem but rather an adult or parent 
problem. In our contact with youth we have found 
many who are actively supporting, attending and par- 
ticipating in the program of the Church whose parents 
are not very much interested in the Church. They don’t 
attend. They don’t participate in the program. Such acts 
on the part of parents helps to destroy the faith of our 
young people. Yes, teen-agers have faith; they must 
have faith and we thank God that they do have faith. 
True greatness then consists of having faith—a faith in 
God especially. 

Intelligence 

Webster gives as one definition of intelligence, “un- 
derstanding, acquired knowledge.’ Never before in our 
history have teen-agers been given the opportunity to 
acquire knowledge and understanding as at the present 
time. There is so much intelligence in the world today 
and so little being used. There is more education today 
and more crime than at any other time in our national 
life. Does this indicate that our education is not the 
right type? We know that most education was started 
by the Christian Church, and also that the Church is fast 
losing its influence on education. 

But are we concerned so much with the amount of 
education or intelligence, or is it the type that is 1m- 
portant? So many of us are so very intelligent and make 
such poor choices in life. The two ought to be in har- 
mony. Perhaps-our intelligence can be measured by the 
choices we make. We know some intelligent men who 
make their lodge their Church and would like to make 
the Church a lodge for all types of affairs. Then we 
know others who belong to a lodge but choose wisely 
and never put their lodge before their Church in their 
loyalty. 

We know teen-agers who give hours of their life for 
public school activities, but cannot find thirty minutes 
for a reading of the Sunday School lesson or a couple of 
hours for the prepaartion of an Intermediate topic. You 
know them, too. Can your intelligence be measured by 
the wise choices you are making in a vocation, your 
friends, your hobby and your loyalties? True greatness 
then consists of intelligence—an intelligent choice of our 
pursuits. 

Morals 

Morals are the laws by which we govern our lives. 
As Christians it is highly important that we possess good 
morals. In order to achieve true greatness we must 
acquire a set of rules for our daily living. We must gov- 
ern ourselves because we are going to be governed by 
laws that are for the good of the majority. It is in the 
teen-age that we begin to set up rules of conduct for our 
lives. Are we considerate of others? Are we temperate 
jn all things? Do we lack self-control? Have we a re- 
gard for our own lives? Do we realize that God is con- 
cerned about us? 
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If morals are a set of rules for conduct, then let 
me use a set of rules that are worthy of reproduction 
in Our own lives. The author is unknown. 


Just For Today 

Just for today I will try to live through this day only, 
not to tackle my whole life problem at once. I can 
do things for 12 hours that would appall me if I had 
to keep them up for a lifetime. 

Just for today I will be happy. This assumes that what 
Abraham Lincoln said is true that “most folks are 
about as happy as they make up their minds to be.” 
Happiness is from within; it is not a matter of ex- 
ternals. 

Just for today I will try to adjust myself to what is, and 
not try to adjust everything to my own desires. I 
will take my family, my business, and my luck as 
they come and fit myself to them. 

Just for today I will take care of my body. I will exer- 
cise it, care for it, nourish it, not abuse it nor ne- 
glect it, so that it will be a perfect machine for my 
bidding. 

Just for today I will try to strengthen my mind. I will 
not be a mental loafer. I will read something that 
requires effort, thought and concentration. 

Just for today I will exercise my soul in three ways: I 
will do somebody a good turn and not get found out. 
I will do at least two things I don’t want to do, as 
William James suggests, just for exercise. 

Just for today I will be agreeable. I will look as well as 
I can, dress as becomingly as possible, talk low, act 
courteously, be liberal with praise, criticise not at 
all, nor find fault with anything and not try to 
regulate or improve anyone. 

Just for today I will have a program. I will write down 
what I expect to do every hour. I may not follow it 
exactly, but I will have it. 
pests: hurry and indecision. 

Just for today I will have a quiet half-hour all by myself 
and relax. In this half-hour sometimes I will read 
something from God’s Word and will commune with 
my Maker. 

Just for today I will be unafraid, especially I will not 
be afraid to be happy, to enjoy what is beautiful, to 
love, and to believe that those I love, love me. 


It will eliminate two 


True greatness then consists of morals—good morals. 
If we, as teen-agers, are anxious to achieve true great- 
ness, we must at least possess a strong will, a faith in 
God, an intelligence in choices and a morally sound rule 
of conduct. 


November 12, 1939 
WHAT’S WRONG ABOUT GAMBLING? 


Jeremiah 17:9-11 


(Rey. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary, 
The Luther League of America) 


Preparation 


This program should be one on which everyone should have a 
lot to say. Plan the program so that everyone will have a chance to 
say it, and in a way that will give each and all a chance to reveal 
their knowledge of the various forms of gambling in their com- 
munity. Point out how gambling destroys initiative, how it destroys 
our sense of responsibility as God’s stewards, how it leads to deceit 
and trickery. The object of this topic is to impress upon the mind 
that gambling is wrong and the effect it has on the individual. 

The Program and Bible Readings will be found in the Inter-: 
mediate Quarterly Helps. 


Page Thirty 


Picture the Vice 

That ancient evil that we know as gambling should 
have its photograph hung in the rogues’ gallery of vices. 
Whenever it appears we may then identify it and pass 
sentence upon it. Let us have it pass in review and 
see what gambling really 1s. 

Whenever gain—so-called—is made by chance with- 
out a just equivalent returned for what is given, that is 
gambling. We said “so-called gain” because we are con- 
vinced that money gained in gambling is never a real 
gain. When you gamble you run counter to God’s laws. 

God has placed a law in the universe that, where 
money or possessions are gained dishonestly, there is a 
penalty which is exacted and deprives the dishonest one 
of what he has gotten. Gambling is a form of stealing 
but a form so subtle that many people fail to recognize 
it as a sin and to see the grave dangers. Many a man 
would shrink back in horror from the suggestion of tak- 
ing part in a hold-up, a robbery, or a theft, but will be- 
come a partner in a gambling scheme without any hesi- 
tation. 

Church members are seen coming home from a car- 
nival or fair grounds proudly carrying a turkey, a basket 
of fruit, a doll, a box of candy which probably cost more 
in money laid on the counter to gamble than it would 
have cost at the store. Even Churches are found that use 
devices of chance to swell the funds of the Lord. 


Change of Name 

At various times and places the name has been 
changed. It has been called a prize or favor instead of 
a stake or “pot.” This does not change the complexion 
of the play. Giving gambling another name does not 
change the thing itself. 

There are all kinds of gambling devices today which 
we should shun; many of these gambling devices are dis- 
guised in one form or another. There are fortune wheels, 
paddle wheels, punch boards of one kind or another, 
slot machines and many others. These are all gambling 
devices no matter what name may be given. 


Gambling Convicted 

Now since we have had a chance to see gambling 
pass in review, and see how it changes its name or dis- 
guises itself, let us bring it to the court for trial. Bring 
gambling before the court of justice and ask some ques- 
tions. What makes gambling wrong? Is betting on a 
ball game gambling? If a person has a mother or 
brothers depending upon him for support, has he a right 
to place his money on race horses? Is chancing for 
articles at sales and bazaars wrong? Is taking a chance 
on the stock market gambling? 

We must give the reasons for our answers so that 
gambling may be convicted at the court of justice, and 
see what our sum-up of the case may be. 


What They Say About Gambling 

“Gambling undermines integrity, kindness, helpful- 
ness, and makes man like a beast of prey or a thief, al- 
ways looking for somebody else’s money without the 
trouble of earning it. 

“The whole system of gambling is against private 
honor, personal integrity and public weal, and the courts 
of forty-eight States have been unanimous on these 
facts.” —Crafts. 
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“Most gambling is sordid. A bet on a baseball game 
or football match or anything of that sort is usually 
made in order to get hold of somebody’s money. It is 
gross meanness.’—R. Morris. 

“Gambling heats every part of the mind like an oven. 
Passions are inflamed, excited to the utmost for hours at 
a time, or for days, until no other excitement satisfies. 
Few gamblers ever cease gambling.’’—Beecher. 


The Effects of Gambling 

It hardens the heart. The gambler’s success is built 
on the losses of his companions. Instead of assisting his 
neighbor to improve and protect his property, as is 
pointed out to us in the catechism, the gambler aims to 
take away his property. The gambler has no sympathy 
for the loser. He becomes selfish, the heart becomes 
harder and harder. It kills the spirit of honest labor. The 
gambler seeks to make his living by chance. Luck instead 
of work becomes the basis for his livelihood. 
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NEVER HOLD A GRUDGE 
Matthew 18:21-35 


(Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Executive Secretary, 
The Luther League of America) 


Try This 

Why not have a testimonial meeting? 

Likely all Intermediates have had some differences 
with other associates at times and have said and done 
things in haste that they have afterwards regretted. Find 
out from the group the length of time they have as in- 
dividuals held a grudge towards others. Find out how 
short a time a grudge was held towards others. Can 
any possible good come from a vengeful attitude or a 
hurtful word spoken in anger? Are we really convinced 
that it is heroic to control one’s anger rather than dis- 
play it? Does a peaceful attitude indicate a yellow streak? 

Problem 1. Mark B. was jealous of the popularity 
of Luke C. Mark was constantly doing spiteful things to 
Luke. Luke, as a Christian forgave him several times, 
but made up his mind that he would “get Mark’s goat” 
sooner or later. Is this in the spirit of our scripture 
lesson? 

Problem 2. Sarah has held a grudge against Sally 
for several years. Her Sunday School teacher has tried 
to iron out this wrinkle in Sarah’s life, but she says, “T 
can forgive, but can’t forget.” Is this Christian? 

Problem 3. What is wrong with young people who 
do not speak to one another? 


Poem 
If I have wounded any soul today, 
If I have caused one foot to go astray, 
If I have walked in my own willful way, 
Dear Lord, forgive. 


If I have uttered idle words or vain, 

If I have turned aside from want or pain, 

Lest I myself shall suffer through the strain, 
Dear Lord, forgive. 


If I have been perverse or hard or cold, 

If I have longed for shelter in Thy fold, 

When Thou hast given me some fort to hold, 
Dear Lord, forgive. 


Forgive the sins I have confessed to Thee; 
Forgive the secret sins I do not see; 
O guide me, love me and my keeper be, 
Amen! 
—C. M. Battersby 
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] Bring Your Dictionary 

Spend part of the meeting defining words which are 
used in discussing the subject oi grudge, both synonyms 
and antonyms. Let the leader give out the words ‘and 
the members define them from the dictionary, giving ex- 
amples from human experience. 


The following list may be enlarged: 


Hate Love 
Wrath Calm 
Malice Gentle 
Rabid Control 
Enrage Temper 
Indignant Ceomplacent 


Topic Discussion 
The Clash of Teaching 

We need to keep in mind that Jesus understood that 
His teaching on most subjects would clash with worldly 
wisdom. He spoke of the world as being in opposition 
to Himself, and warned His disciples that in the world 
they would be misunderstood, mistreated and even put 
to death. Jesus calls upon his disciples to turn the other 
cheek if smitten upon one. 


We Desire Revenge 

Walk by a school and see two small boys in a fight. 
Inquire into the situation, and likely you will be told 
that one bay had a grudge at the other boy and he used 
abusive language which was promptly resented and the 
fight began. Here the one boy gains a bloody nose, a 
black eye and torn clothes for his efforts. Does any 
one ever win a fight? Does settling a grudge by battling 
it out between individuals or nations ever solve anything? 


Jesus Advises Forgiveness 
Jesus proposes that when a person is slandered, 
struck or in any way offended by a fellow-being he 
should turn the other cheek. That is, he should maintain 
his poise, forgive rather than seek revenge. 


Peter said to Jesus: “Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? Until seven times?” 
Jesus said to Peter: “I say not unto thee, until seven 
times; but seventy times seven.” If we would do what 
Jesus suggests to Peter, it would help us greatly to 
overceme our grudges. 


Men We Love 

We love men who are kind and just and merciful. 
Lincoln lives in the hearts of men and women because 
of his sympathy and tolerance and forgiveness—his big- 
ness of heart and life. People who were not friendly to 
him were appointed to high positions. Paul says: “Ren- 
der to no man evil for evil—but if thine enemy hunger 
feed him, if he thirst, give him to drink; for in so doing 
thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head. Be not 
overcome with evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

Picture Jesus on the cross praying, “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” 


Love Our Enemies 
If we are Christians, we will love everybody, includ- 
ing our enemies. It is easy to love those who love us, but 
when it comes to loving those who hate us and do all 
manner of evil against us, that’s different. If we strive 
to follow the Master’s teaching in this regard, we will 
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develop a character that is so fine that others will ad- 
mire and appreciate. 

Kindness 
Kindness is a fruit of the Spirit. If one is de- 


termined to be kind to his fellows, to seek their happi- 
ness and advancement, he will win the admiration of 
worthy people. Am I really kind? What of my speech 
towards others? What of my actions? Is there within 
me the spirit to forgive wrong done unto me by others? 


At the Point of A? 

Have you witnessed anyone holding a grudge over 
issues as silly as that over which end of an egg should 
be broken? 

Name some petty prejudices that you have witnessed 
in your own home or school or other local contacts. 

What can you say of the disposition of a person 
who continually finds fault with other people? 

Are you free from race prejudice? Think carefully 
before answering. Why is a grudge un-Christian? 

Why should we be sympathetic and forgiving in our 
attitude toward other people? 

What can you say of the oft-quoted words, 
I can forgive, but I can’t forget?” 

The desire to win and win more, completely expels 
God’s plan of getting money and property by honest 
labor and thrift. The gambler wants to get rich quick. 
It leads to direct stealing. The gambler finds that he 
does not always win. The losses he has soon wipe out 
his savings. He still believes he can win. He plans to 
make a loan out of funds entrusted to his care, intending 
to pay it back but he again loses and the outcome is 
theft and robbery. 

It involves a chain of evils. Cheating, lying, drink- 
ing, rage, falsehoods, murder, forgery, and despair. 

Satan tempted Christ to take a chance to win popu- 
larity and an easy victory, but He told the tempter to 
get behind Him; and our Lord took the sure way of 
hard work and sacrifice. 


‘Well, 
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EXPRESSING OUR GRATITUDE 
(Thanksgiving) 
Psalm 147 :1-9 
(Due to a change in the date for Thanksgiving Day as set by 


the President of the United States, this topic appears after instead 
of the Sunday previous to Thanksgiving.) 


Preparation 

The topic for today is a Thanksgiving Day subject One way 
of calling to the attention of young people the many things for 
which they should be grateful is to have them write a list of all 
these things. Perhaps your group has done this before; if so, ask 
each individual at the meeting to make a list of all the possessions, 
privileges, advantages without which he weuld find it difficult or in- 
convenient to get along. Many things which we have and which we 
consider necessities are too often taken for granted by us. To call 
attention to what their absence would mean to us is a good way to 
indicate their importance and our need to be grateful for them. 

A simple interesting story to be used in this connection is ‘‘Querry 
Queer,’ by Jay T. Stocking. 


Questions for Discussion 
1. If God gave you only what you deserved, would 
you have what you now have? Would you be what you 
are? 
2. What is your general attitude towards your share 
of life? Are you grateful for what you have, or are you 
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continually dissatished, enjoying what others have, “grip- 
ing’ about what you do not have? 

3. Is Thanksgiving Day the only day on which you 
are mae Of what value is a day set aside as Thanks- 
giving Day? 

4. What makes us forget to be grateful? 

5. Someone has said that ingratitude is spiritual 
dullness. What do you think about that? 

6. What are some of the blessings that have come 
to us because of Jesus? 


~ 


7. How can we express our gratitude to God? 


Selected Quotations 


“Love like a child around our world doth run, 
Happy, happy, happy for all that God hath done, 
Glad of all the little leaves dancing in the sun, 
Even so say I, 
Even so say I.’’ 

—Alfred Tennyson 


“Were thanks with every gift expressed, 

Each day would be Thanksgiving ; 

Were gratitude its very best 

Each life would be thanksliving.” 
—Chauncey Piety 


“Not what we give, but what we share, 
For the gift without the giver is bare, 
Who gives himself with his alms feeds three, 
Himself, his hungering neighbor, and Me.” 
—James Russell Lowell 


“Gratitude is a grace that struggles for expression. 
It does not shut itself up in the heart. It wants to speak 
and act.’—Anon. 

“Give thanks to God. 
thank others as well for our blessings. 
ents and friends have done for us.’ 


Yes, but we have reason to 
Think what par- 
"—Bull. 

“God’s blessings come so regularly that we take 
them as a matter of course. Their regularity should itself 
be a cause for thanksgiving.’—Fall. 

God's 

to use for the building of 

is to use them well.” 
—Martel 


“Everything in nature has a definite purpose. 
gifts are ours to work with, 
character in others. Our duty 


Expressions of Gratitude 

To God for His Greatest Giit. Jesus was one of the 
greatest blessings the world has ever had, and we can 
never be too thankful for Him. Jesus saves us from 
our sins. Through His Gospel He brings life and im- 
mortality to the whole world. By serving Him who first 
served us, we show gratitude. 

To God for the Church. The Church is the body of 
Christ—the Communion of Saints, the divine institution 
to which has been entrusted the means of grace, the 
preaching of the Word and the administration of the 
Sacraments. The Church of Christ is one thing above 
all others which needs our help and support. If we 
would only think of the Church as our greatest asset for 
our spiritual uplift, we could avoid many difficulties. 

For Good Parents. To have parents with the fear 
of God in their hearts to rear and train us in His Way, 
causes us to thank our Heavenly Father. The many 
blessings of good parents and a happy home can not be 
estimated. Respect and obedience to our parents will 
express our gratitude. 

For Our Friends. We cannot conceive of life with- 
out those who are close to us merely by ties of friend- 
ship. Life would be desolate indeed if we had no one 
whom we could call friend. In every relationship of life 
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we need those who are bound to us by friendship’s bond. 
No estimate can be placed on the value of friendship 

For the Harvest Sezson. Thanksgiving especially 
commemorates the harvest season through 
have passed. When the supplies are garnered, no mat- 
ter where we dwell, we ought to bear in mind that we 
are dependent upon the harvest and be thankful to God 
for His blessings. 


Express Our Gratitude Through Prayer 

Prayer that only asks God for something that can 
be had in no other way is not worthy of the name. 
Every prayer, no matter how earnest it may be for the 
thing most needed, should begin with thanksgiving to 
God for His blessings. God likes to hear His children 
thank Him, and the reaction upon our hearts when we 
praise His name, increases our faith and our strength 
for our daily tasks. 


which we 


Express Our Gratitude Through Right Living 

There are so many avenues whereby we can devote 
our talents to the service of Him who gives us our all. 
No one need be idle. All good useful work is God’s 
work, and Christian people can not engage in any other 
sort. If we love our work and we should, we can not help 
but be happy because we are conscious of serving God. 


A Hearty Welcome Awaits You! 


Philadelphia’s 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN 


The Friendly Church 


16th and Jefferson Sts. (1500 N.) 
Sundays: 
10:00 A. M. 
11:00 A. Mi—(WDAS) | 
6:30 P. M.—Luther Leagues 
7:30 P. M.—Great Sunday Night 
Service 


Dr. Ross Stover 
Pastor 


Thursday, 7:30 P. M., 
When Hundreds Fill the Auditorium (WDAS) 
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Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 


THE ee ISR CooL ee For catalog and information, write to: 
5 “ < Levering Tyson, Litt.D., LL.D. - - - President 
Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. Wiatey) Als Benter cACM. 4 A ms, - Registrar 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 

Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 


Ella Engel, Russell Galt, Ph.D., 
Registrar Dean 


Gettysburg College || NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


FOUNDED 1832 NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


A high-grade liberal arts college, ready to serve the 
educational needs of our Lutheran youth. 


Approved by all accrediting agencies, including the high- 
est—the Association of American Universities. 


; Strong foundation preparation for business, teacher-train- 
ing, home economics, medicine, law, theology, dentistry, in- 
dustrial chemistry, journalism, etc. 


Nineteen Departments, including Nationally-known 
School of Music 


Send today for catalog and view-book—free upon request 


President Rees Edgar Tulloss, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up _ Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with majors in eight fields of concentration. i ; 

the building of character as the fundamental Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. _ 
thing in modern education. Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
Well-rounded and eueduare Dh Pe of asp activities. 

; ‘ Personal attention to the individual student. 
aS einer: Gens baer ; Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 

For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: Very reasonable expenses : 

HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE Have You Enrolled As a 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


Contributing Member 


ORGANIZE Seer 
Sustaining Membership Fund 
yee 
INTERMEDIATE Se oe ea 
$1.00 per Year 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


LUTHER LEAGUES William H. Patrick, Jr. 


12 to 16 Years 


For Complete Information, Write to Send All Funds to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
MUHLENBERG BUILDING 1228-1234 Spruce Street 


PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa 
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The Finest of Awards 


Honor AWARDS AND GIFTS 


Hand Carved in Solid Oak © 


Suitable for Awards of Merit, Honor Roll, Gifts for Officers, for hanging in 
Luther League Meeting Room. A new line of the finest workmanship pos- 
sible. All pieces are hand-carved in natural oak and the Luther League 


Emblem is faithfully reproduced in full colors unless otherwise 

Light Oak Dark Oak Light Oak Light Oak 
Cross Placque Cross 74" Cross 

Full Colors Full Colors Full Colors Emblem Full Colors 

ZOLA DUN 2 PX Noese ile Plain $5.00 ERs PA 
$16.50 $6.75 $12.00 Colors $6125 $8.50 


specified. 


10Y%" 
Emblem 
Plain $7.00 
Colors $8.25 


Dark Oak 
Placque 
Plain 
9” x 12" 
$5.50 


_ oF 414" Dark Oak 
Emblem Emblem Scroll 
Plain $3.75 Plain $2.75 Placque 
Colors $4.75 Colors $3.75 LS HOW? 
$15.00 


Dark Oak 
Scroll 
Placque 
LS" silane 
$20.00 


These items are in stock but ample time should be given for packing and 
safe transportation. Prices listed above are F. O. B. Harrisburg, Penna. Ship- 
ment of larger items by Express Collect. Remittance must accompany order. 


Satisfaction guaranteed. 


Sold Exclusively by THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET 


HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


